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Milton Logistics Hub Project – Review Process Update  
The Review Panel established for the joint process for the review of the proposed Milton Logistics Hub 
Project (the Review Panel) is providing participants with updated information on the current status and 
an indication of what can be expected as the joint process proceeds. This document is an update to the 
general update issued by the Review Panel on May 24, 2017 (CEAR #566).  

Review of the Sufficiency of the Environmental Impact Statement and Section 98 Application 
Round 1 (December 2016 – June 2018) 
After reviewing the information provided by the Canadian National Railway Company (CN) and 
comments received from participants, the Review Panel determined that it required additional 
information before proceeding to a public hearing.  

The Review Panel considered the information in the following CN documents: 
• The Environmental Impact Statement (CEAR #57); 
• Summary of the Environmental Impact Statement (CEAR #58); 
• Responses from CN to requirements for additional information (CEAR #72, CEAR #81, CEAR 

#375); 
• CN's Section 98 application to the Canadian Transportation Agency and supporting documents 

(CEAR #395).  
• CN Report on Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment (CEAR #453).  

 
The Review Panel organized information requests to CN in thematic packages, and CN has responded to 
those packages: 
 

• Package 1 – Time-sensitive matters (CEAR #555) 
• CN Responses to Package 1 (CEAR #561 and #574) 

• Package 2 – Regulatory framework, purpose and alternative means of undertaking the Project, 
Project components and activities (CEAR #563) 

• CN Response to Package 2 (CEAR #592) 
• Package 3 – Environmental assessment methodology and the physical environment (air, water 

and terrestrial matters) (CEAR #593) 
• CN Responses to Package 3 (CEAR #613 and #643) 

• Package 4.1 – Biological environment and socio-economic matters (for example physical and 
cultural heritage, wildlife including migratory birds, species at risk, human health, light, and 
current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes) (CEAR #600) 

• CN Responses to Package 4.1 (CEAR #632, #646, #656) 
• Package 4.2 – Socio-economic matters, including truck traffic, noise and vibration (CEAR #602) 

• CN Responses to Package 4.2 (CEAR #652 and #654) 
• Package 5 – Accidents and malfunctions, cumulative effects, mitigation measures and follow-up 

programs (CEAR #602) 

http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/119099E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=104074
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/104116E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/114568E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/114729E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/114729E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=116623
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/117189E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/118538E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/118837E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/119314E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/118936E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/120379E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/120380E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/121475E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122685E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/120784E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122057E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122751E.pdf
http://ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/122963?culture=en-CA
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/120906E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122867E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122958E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/120906E.pdf
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• CN Responses to Package 5 (#647 and #655)  
 
Round 2 (Current stage) 
Based on CN’s responses to information requested in Round 1, and considering participants’ comments 
on those responses, the Review Panel began to issue its second round of information requests: 
 

• Package 6 – Regulatory framework (CEAR #615)  
• Package 7 – Referenced documents, air quality, water, physical and cultural heritage, and socio-

economic (CEAR #644) 
 
The Review Panel may also issue additional Information Requests as part of Round 2, based on its review 
and comments received regarding the Round 1 Information Request responses.  
 
The Review Panel is awaiting responses from Round 2 of information requests. Once the Review Panel 
has received responses to Packages 6 and 7, as well as any additional Round 2 Information Requests, it 
will make those responses publicly available for review and comment.  
 
Opportunities to Comment on CN’s Responses and Provide Information 

Participants are encouraged to review additional information as it becomes available and to provide 
their comments to the Review Panel as soon as possible, in accordance with the Review Panel’s 
submission procedure (CEAR #523). Participants may also have information, not directly related to the 
responses to information requests, that they feel is important for the joint process. This may be 
provided at any time. 

End of the Sufficiency Review 

The Review Panel is currently reviewing CN’s responses to its information requests and will continue to 
review subsequent responses, as well as any comments from participants, as they become available. 
Upon receipt of CN’s final response to the Review Panel’s information requests, the Review Panel will 
provide a comment period for participants to submit any final comments before it determines whether 
it will end the sufficiency review comment period.  

If the Review Panel determines that it requires additional information after reviewing CN’s responses 
and any comments from participants on those responses, it will issue subsequent information requests. 
This process will continue until the Review Panel is satisfied that sufficient information is available to 
proceed to the public hearing.  

When the Review Panel determines that it has sufficient information, it will announce the public 
hearing. 

  

http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122752E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122961E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/121543E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/122737E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/118005E.pdf
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Public Hearing 
The Review Panel will provide a minimum of 60-days’ notice of the start of the public hearing.  

The public hearing will provide the Review Panel with the opportunity to hear views and test the 
information  it requires to prepare its report in a manner consistent with its mandate related to the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, and the Canada Transportation Act.  

The public hearing will allow CN to explain its proposed Project and respond to questions. It will also 
provide participants with the opportunity to present their views to the Review Panel orally or in writing, 
and to share relevant information with the Review Panel.  

Draft Public Hearing Procedures (CEAR #610) were made available for comment in early 2018. The 
Review Panel will issue its final Public Hearing Procedures no later than the announcement of the start 
of the public hearing.  

Preparation of the Review Panel Report 
Following the completion of the public hearing, the Review Panel will close the record for the 
environmental assessment and prepare and submit a report to the Minister of the Environment and 
Climate Change, as required in the Review Panel Terms of Reference. Subject to the Minister’s decision 
statement under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, the Canadian Transportation 
Agency will then make a determination, if required, in accordance with section 98 of the Canada 
Transportation Act.  

Additional Information on the Review Panel Report and the Decision Making process can be found in the 
Review Panel Terms of Reference (CEAR #391).  

 

http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/121416E.pdf
http://ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80100/116577E.pdf
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