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Water Security Agency Technical Proposal
Crooked Lake Outlet Structure Replacement Revision 1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Crooked Lake water control structure (existing facility) is located at the east end of Crooked Lake,
approximately 135 km east of Regina, Saskatchewan, in Sunset Beach (an Organized Resort Hamlet)
in the Rural Municipality of Grayson No. 184. The existing facility consists of a reinforced concrete
outlet structure, stop logs, and earthen dyke at the east end of Crooked Lake. Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) constructed the existing facility in the 1940s and the structure
was owned and operated by the Federal Government until 2014. The structure is now owned and
operated by the Water Security Agency (WSA) and has been assessed to have surpassed its design
life. The existing Crooked Lake outlet structure is in deteriorated condition, is difficult and unsafe to
operate, and acts as a barrier to fish migration during normal operation. The WSA proposes to
replace the existing facility.

The primary purpose of the Crooked Lake Outlet Structure Replacement Project (Project) is to replace
the existing facility to allow for safer operation, better control of lake water levels, and increased fish
passage potential. The Project will include a replacement outlet structure, a fishway, and a dedicated
construction and maintenance access road. The replacement outlet structure will be constructed on
the north side of the existing outlet structure and will be equipped with electrically or hydraulically
operated gates to allow for easier and safer operation and subsequently, more reliable control of lake
water levels. Fish passage will be enhanced with the construction of a weir structure in the outlet
channel upstream of the existing outlet structure. Construction is expected to occur within
approximately 2 years, commencing in May of Year 1 and extending to October of Year 2.

The existing biological, physical, and human environments were characterized, and an assessment of
potential effects was carried out to identify constraints and opportunities for mitigation to reduce the
adverse effects of the Project. After considering project alternatives and applying mitigation
strategies, the Project was predicted to result in six residual effects. Adverse residual effects on
vegetation and wildlife habitat are expected to occur based on a loss of 20,200 m? of riparian
floodplain vegetation. Positive residual effects on fish and wildlife are anticipated based on a
predicted net gain of aquatic habitat of approximately 2,931 m?. A positive residual effect is also
predicted related to increased fish passage potential and increased upstream distribution of fish,
relative to the existing condition. Finally, the replacement of the control structure will result in the
continued ability to manage and maintain water levels in the lake for recreation in the future. These
residual effects were not considered to be significant.
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CLARIFICATIONS REGARDING THIS REPORT

This report is an instrument of service of Klohn Crippen Berger Ltd. (KCB). The report has been
prepared for the use of Water Security Agency (Client) for the specific application to the Crooked
Lake Outlet Structure Replacement project and may be published or disclosed by the Client to
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Indigenous Services Canada, and Transport Canada Navigation
Protection Program.

KCB has prepared this report in a manner consistent with the level of care, skill, and diligence
ordinarily provided by members of the same profession for projects of a similar nature at the time
and place the services were rendered; however, the use of this report will be at the user's sole risk
absolutely and in all respects, and KCB makes no warranty, express or implied. This report may not be
relied upon by any person other than the Client or [Regulator/Government Name] without KCB's
written consent.

Use of or reliance upon this instrument of service by the Client is subject to the following conditions:

1. The report is to be read in full, with sections or parts of the report relied upon in the
context of the whole report.

2. The Executive Summary is a selection of key elements of the report. It does not include
details needed for the proper application of the findings and recommendations in the
report.

3. The observations, findings, and conclusions in this report are based on observed factual

data and conditions that existed at the time of the work and should not be relied upon to
precisely represent conditions at any other time.

4, The report is based on information provided to KCB by the Client or by other parties on
behalf of the client (Client-supplied information). KCB has not verified the correctness or
accuracy of such information and makes no representations regarding its correctness or
accuracy. KCB shall not be responsible to the Client for the consequences of any error or
omission contained in Client-supplied information.

5. KCB should be consulted regarding the interpretation or application of the findings and
recommendations in the report.

6. This report is electronically signed, and sealed, and its electronic form is considered the
original. A printed version of the original can be relied upon as a true copy when supplied
by the author or when printed from its original electronic file.
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Water Security Agency Technical Proposal
Crooked Lake Outlet Structure Replacement Revision 1

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

The Crooked Lake water control structure (existing facility) is located at the east end of Crooked Lake,
approximately 135 km east of Regina, Saskatchewan, in Sunset Beach (an Organized Resort Hamlet)
in the Rural Municipality of Grayson No. 184 (Figure 1). The existing facility consists of a reinforced
concrete outlet structure, stop logs, and earthen dyke at the east end of Crooked Lake (Appendix |,
Photographs I-1 and I-2). The Cowessess First Nation Reserve on the south riverbank (right-hand side,
looking downstream) of the Qu’Appelle River and privately owned property on the north (left)
riverbank occur adjacent to the existing facility. An overview of the project location is presented in
Figure 1.

Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) constructed the existing facility in the 1940s and
the structure was owned and operated by the Federal Government until 2014. The structure is now
owned and operated by the Water Security Agency (WSA) and has been assessed to have surpassed
its design life. Due to concerns related to safety of operation and fish passage potential, the WSA
proposes to replace the existing facility.

The primary purpose of the Crooked Lake Outlet Structure Replacement Project (Project) is to replace
the existing facility to allow for safer operation, better control of lake water levels, and increased fish
passage potential. The Project will include a replacement outlet structure, a fishway, and a dedicated
construction and maintenance access road. The replacement outlet structure will be constructed on
the north side of the existing outlet structure and will be equipped with electrically or hydraulically
operated gates to allow for easier and safer operation and subsequently, more reliable control of lake
water levels. Fish passage will be enhanced with the construction of a weir structure in the outlet
channel upstream of the existing outlet structure. Passage over the weir will be facilitated through
the addition of a series of downstream pools and riffles. The existing concrete outlet structure will be
demolished and removed.

1.2 Project Proponent

The proponent for the Project is the Water Security Agency (WSA). The WSA is a Saskatchewan
Government Treasury Board Crown corporation that is responsible for water management in the
province. The WSA manages the province’s water resources and regulations to ensure the
sustainability and quality of Saskatchewan’s surface and groundwater supplies while protecting water
guality and aquatic habitat and reducing flood and drought damage.

Klohn Crippen Berger Ltd. (KCB) is a multi-disciplinary consulting firm providing engineering,
geoscience, and environmental services for the Project.

2023-11-10R Crooked Lake WCS Technical
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2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Project Need

The existing Crooked Lake outlet structure is in deteriorated condition, is difficult and unsafe to
operate, and acts as a potential barrier to fish passage during normal operation. The Crooked Lake
Water Management Agreement sets a schedule of desirable lake level for each month of the year to
protect water quality and quantity for the benefit of the adjacent Cowessess and Zagime Anishinabek
First Nations and the Province. Even with the recently installed monorail and electric hoist system,
the installation and removal of stop logs to meet the monthly desirable lake level range is strenuous
and time consuming. Under normal operation, the existing outlet structure is also a barrier to fish
migration. Fish congregate downstream in the scour pool and are unable to pass upstream past the
existing outlet structure under normal operation.

2.2 Project Site Description

The existing facility is located on the east end of Crooked Lake within the outlet channel to the
Qu’Appelle River and includes a reinforced concrete outlet structure and earthen dyke. Access to the
existing facility is on First Street through Sunset Beach. Sunset Beach and the Cowessess First Nation
Reserve border the structure (Figure 1).

The existing 9-bay reinforced concrete outlet structure is equipped with stop logs to control the
Crooked Lake water elevation. An earthen dyke, approximately 3 m high and 220 m long was
constructed on the north side of the structure. The reservoir, Crooked Lake, has a live storage volume
of approximately 23,000 dam? between its high summer operating water level of El. 451.71 m and the
existing structure sill elevation of El. 450.07 m. Data for the existing outlet structure and dyke are
provided in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 Existing Crooked Lake Facility — Design Information

Description Parameter
Lake High Summer Water Level El. 451.71 m
Low Winter Operating Water Level El. 450.95 m
Existing Structure Minimum Sill Elevation El. 450.07 m
Live Storage between FSL and Minimum Sill Elevation 23,000 dam?
Existing Earthen Dyke
Length of Dyke 220 m (approx.)
Height of Dyke 3.35 m (maximum)
Design Top of Dyke Elevation El. 453.54 m
Upstream Slope 3H:1V
Downstream Slope 2H:1V
Existing Outlet Structure
No. and Width of bays Nine bays, each approximately 2.9 m wide
Inner Bays Nos. 4, 5, 6 — Sill Elevation without Stop Logs El. 450.07 m
Outer Bay Nos. 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9 — Weir Elevation without Stop Logs El. 450.98 m
Top of Structure Elevation El. 453.42 m

2023-11-10R Crooked Lake WCS Technical
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Water Security Agency Technical Proposal
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In 2015, the timber walkway across the structure was severely damaged by a flood and replaced with
a new walkway comprised of structural steel supports with timber planking and a new hoist monorail
complete with structural steel frame. The monorail allows for operation of an electric 2 tonne chain
hoist for removal and installation of the stop logs. A portable generator is used to supply power to
the hoist.

A dedicated construction and maintenance access road for the structure was constructed in 2022
(Stage 1). The permanent access road connects the outlet structure site to Lake Avenue (and thereby
access to Highway 247) while avoiding the residences north of the structure along First Street.
Preload fill was also placed within the footprint of the replacement outlet structure in 2022, in
advance of construction, to limit total and differential settlement from the construction of the water
control structure and embankments. The preload fill will be excavated when construction of the
outlet structure commences and, where possible, the excavated fill will be used as backfill for other
components of the work.

2.3 Scope of Work

The Project will include construction of a replacement outlet structure and a fishway. A control
building near the replacement outlet structure will house electrical and mechanical equipment to
operate the outlet structure. A rock spur extending approximately 30 m into Crooked Lake, on the
south side of the fishway inlet, will reduce long-shore wave induced sedimentation into the fishway.
An area of the Qu’Appelle Riverbank will be armoured with revetment materials to protect against
erosion. Issued for Regulatory Review (IFRR) drawings of Project components have been provided
separately with the regulatory application packages.

The general strategy for the Project will include the following steps:

= Remove preload fill and construct the replacement outlet structure on the north side of the
existing facility including concrete structure, gates, sluiceway, and control building, and
connecting channels;

= Commission the replacement outlet structure and divert lake discharge through it;

= |solate the existing outlet structure;

= Demolish and remove the existing outlet structure;

= Construct the fishway weir and pool-and-riffle outlet;

= |nstall erosion protection at the confluence of the proposed fishway and outlet channels;

= Create an attraction riffle at the confluence of the proposed fishway and outlet channels;

= Commission the Project; and

= Rehabilitate and revegetate all disturbed riparian areas and temporary construction facilities.

The existing facility will be replaced with structures that have a design life of 100 years. The combined
flow capacity of the replacement outlet structure and fishway at various lake level elevations will be
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similar to the existing structure. Specific details of the proposed works for each component of the
Project are provided in Section 4.

2.4 Proposed Schedule

The preliminary construction schedule, including the anticipated start and completion dates for the
replacement outlet structure and fishway will be as follows:

= Start date of replacement outlet structure construction: May 1, Year 1;

= Replacement outlet structure construction complete, and gates dry tested: December 13,
Year 1;

= Channel excavation and wet testing of the gates completed: March 26, Year 2;

= Full commissioning of the new structure and start date of fishway construction: June 1, Year 2;
and

= Finish date of fishway construction, reclamation of temporary work areas, and demobilizing
from site: October, Year 2.

2.5 Design Alternatives

During the conceptual stage of the Project, three potential locations were identified for the
replacement outlet structure. The three locations included: i) the existing location, ii) immediately
adjacent to the existing location (on the north side), and iii) the north side of Sunset Beach,
approximately 430 m north of the existing outlet structure. The criteria to assess the optimal location
included constructability and construction requirements, stakeholder input gathered through
consultation with First Nations and the public, land access and acquisition, construction risks and
safety to residents, operation and maintenance requirements, and fish passage. Based on the
evaluation conducted, it was concluded that the construction of the new outlet structure on the
north side of the existing structure was the correct option. The selected location would limit the
construction effects to Sunset Beach residences and the continual operation of the existing facility
during construction for better control of the lake elevations.

The WSA provided high-level conceptual layouts for the replacement outlet structure and a new
weir/fishway (KCB 2016a). The concept consisted of providing a new reinforced concrete outlet
structure equipped with vertical lift gates located north of the existing structure, and a sheet-pile
weir with downstream pool and riffle arrangement for fish passage within the existing channel,
located either upstream or downstream of the existing outlet structure.

In addition to reviewing WSA layouts, a high-level review of other concepts for the replacement
outlet structure and fishway were carried out as the study progressed and included:

= Areplacement outlet structure consisting of a labyrinth weir and smaller gated bays for winter
drawdown. During normal conditions, the increased weir length afforded by the labyrinth weir
would allow for maintaining the lake level at its FSL while minimizing the need to operate the
gates. The merits of pursuing this concept were discussed with the WSA and their main
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concerns included debris, potential blockage, and public perception associated with a
narrower outlet structure. As a result, the labyrinth weir was eliminated from further
consideration.

= A gated outlet structure with adjacent nature-like or man-made fishway was also conceptually
assessed. Given that a nature-like fishway would require a much longer structure than a man-
made fishway (i.e., vertical slot), it would be difficult to incorporate into the outlet structure
as a concrete retaining wall would be required to contain the adjacent channel. As such, the
shorter vertical slot fishway was identified as the better option. With this concept, a closure
dyke would be provided across the existing channel and a connecting channel between the
existing channel and the new channel downstream of the replacement outlet structure would
be constructed to provide both fish passage and maintain flow in the existing channel.
However, due to concerns that the connecting channel and existing channel would silt in over
time this option was not carried forward.

= The WSA has indicated that flow within the existing channel is required to reduce siltation and
maintain existing river bank limits. As such, blocking off the existing channel with a closure
dyke was not assessed further and other options considered included a gated riparian
structure (comprised of an inlet structure, conduits, gatewell, and outlet structure) and an
uncontrolled concrete weir structure.

Due to concerns about the relatively small discharge capacity associated with the riparian
structure as well as maintenance concerns (i.e., plugging of the conduits with sediment), and
limited fish passage capability this option was not considered viable. Although the concrete
weir structure was considered to require the least amount of longer-term maintenance, fish
passage through the existing channel would be limited and as such, this option was
eliminated.

= Although ongoing maintenance will be required with a downstream pool and riffle fishway, it
was decided that this was the preferred option for the second structure within the existing
channel.

The potential arrangement of the outlet structure and fishway were assessed in consultation with
Cowessess First Nation. Maintaining flow through the existing river channel alignment was identified
as a priority for Cowessess First Nation. Placing the new outlet structure north of the existing
structure would allow for construction to occur in isolation from the river and reservoir, greatly
reducing constructability concerns compared to replacement within the same footprint. The
advantages of locating the fishway within the existing river channel included:

= There would be more continuous flow through the fishway than in the main outlet structure;
= Cowessess First Nation land would border a more natural looking water feature;

= The fishway would be designed to attract fish, drawing them away from the outlet structure;
and
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= The fishway structure would incorporate a pedestrian bridge to provide Cowessess First
Nation residents with access to the north side of the channel, comparable to the existing

condition.

Based on the above assessments, it was concluded that two structures were required, and that these
would comprise a gated outlet structure located just north of the existing structure and a
weir/fishway located within the existing channel. In addition, the width of the new outlet structure
must be similar to the existing structure and the combined flow capacity of the two new structures
should be equal to or slightly greater than the existing outlet structure.
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3 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

3.1 Provincial

Saskatchewan Environmental Assessment Act

The submission of a Technical Proposal to the Environmental Assessment Branch (EA Branch) is the
initial step in beginning the Environmental Assessment Process to determine if a project would be
considered a “Development”, requiring an approval from the Ministry of Environment (MoE) under
the Saskatchewan Environmental Assessment Act (the Act) (EA Branch 2014). The Act and its related
procedures exist to protect the environment and the public by ensuring that developments in the
province proceed with adequate environmental safeguards while providing opportunities for public
input and consultation (EA Branch 2014).

EA Branch review of the of the Project in 2018 determined that screening of the Project under the
Environmental Assessment Act and preparation of an environmental impact assessment (EIA) would
not be required (Appendix II).

Saskatchewan Acts, Regulations, Guidelines and Permitting

Provincial permits, approvals and/or licenses could potentially be required under the following
legislation and consultation with the applicable regulatory agencies may be required:

= Environmental Assessment Act — An Act respecting the assessment of the impact on the
environment of new developments (S.S. 1979-80, c E-10.1);

= Environmental Management and Protection Act - An Act respecting the management and
protection of the environment, repealing The Clean Air Act, The Environmental Management
and Protection Act, 2002, The Litter Control Act and The State of the Environment Report Act
and making consequential amendments to certain Acts (S.S. 2010, c. E-10.22);

= Fisheries Act — An Act respecting management of fisheries in Saskatchewan (S.S. 2020, c. 23).
A Special Collection Permit would be required from MoE to capture and relocate fish as
required during construction;

= Heritage Property Act — An Act to provide for the preservation, interpretation, and
development of certain aspects of heritage property in Saskatchewan, to provide for the
continuance of the Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation and to provide for the naming of
geographic features (S.S. 1979-80, c. H-2.2);

=  Water Security Agency Act - An Act respecting water rights and the Water Security Agency
(S.S. 2005, c W-8.1); and

= Wildlife Act — An Act respecting the protection of wildlife and wild species at risk and making
consequential amendments to other Acts (S.S. 1998, c W-13.12).

Although specific permits, approvals or licenses are not required under the following legislation, the
requirements of the legislation must be adhered to throughout the life of the Project:
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3.2

Weed Control Act - Specifies measures to prevent the spread of invasive and noxious weed
seeds and propagules (S.S. 2010, c W-11.1).

Federal

Federal approvals and/or licenses could potentially be required under the following legislation and
consultation with the applicable regulatory agencies may be required:

Fisheries Act (FA): Through the administration of the fisheries protection provisions of the
Fisheries Act (R.S.C., 1985, c. F-14), the Fisheries Protection Program manages threats to fish
and fish habitat. The Fisheries Act prohibits causing the death of fish by means other than
fishing (Section 34) and the harmful alteration, disruption, or destruction of fish habitat
(Section 35), unless authorized by the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO).

Canadian Navigable Waters Act (CNWA): Approval will be required under the Canadian
Navigable Waters Act (R.S.C. 1985, c. N-22). Qu’Appelle River is on the Scheduled of navigable
waters. Provisions for recreational navigation to bypass the structure have been incorporated
into the design based on consultation with the Navigation Protection Program of Transport
Canada.

Although specific permits, approvals or licenses are not expected to be required under the following
federal legislation, the requirements of the legislation must be adhered to throughout the life of the
Project:

Impact Assessment Act (IAA): Outlines a process for assessing the impacts of major projects
and projects carried out on federal lands. As a portion of the proposed temporary works will
occur on Federal land associated with the Cowessess First Nation Reserve, consultation with
Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) will be required to confirm that the requirements of the
Impact Assessment Act (S.C. 2019, c. 28, s. 1) have been met.

Indian Act: States without prejudice to section 30, where an Indian or a band alleges that
persons other than Indians are or have been (a) unlawfully in occupation or possession of, (b)
claiming adversely the right to occupation or possession of, (c) trespassing on a reserve or part
of a reserve, the Attorney General of Canada may exhibit an information in the Federal Court
claiming, on behalf of the Indian or band, the relief or remedy sought. (R.S.C., 1985, c. I-5).

Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA): States that it is prohibited to disturb, destroy, or take
a nest, egg, or nest shelter of a migratory bird or deposit or permit to be deposited oil, oil
wastes or any other substances harmful to migratory birds in any waters or any area
frequented by migratory birds (S.C. 1994, c. 22).

Species at Risk Act (SARA): States that it is prohibited to kill, harm, harass, capture, or cause
destruction of habitat of any species with a designated status (S.C. 2002, c. 29).
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3.2.1 Temporal Constraints

Many of the applicable regulations noted above specify temporal constraints on higher risk activities
in order to limit the potential for effects during periods of increased sensitivity. A listing of seasonal
constraints on construction works associated with the Project is provided in Table 3.1. The highest
risk periods for construction works are the restricted activity period (RAP) for spring spawning fish
and the mid-May to mid-July breeding periods for migratory birds, birds of prey, and bats. The RAPs
are presented in Table 3.1.
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Table 3.1 Temporal Environmental Constraints Risk
Environmental . . Temporal Environmental Constraints Risk Associated with Construction
Component Activity Habitat
Element May | June | July
Migratory Birds Breeding Riparian
Wildlife and Owls and Raptors Breedﬁng RFpar?an
Wildlife Bats Breeding Riparian
. Mammals Breeding Riparian
Habitat O : ;
Amphibians Breeding Floodplain
Snakes Breeding Riparian
Fish and Fish Spring Spawning Fish Spawning | Lotic/Lentic
Habitat Fall Spawning Fish Spawning | Lotic/Lentic
Rare Plants Federal and provincial Presence Aquatlc./
plants of concern Terrestrial

Low Risk (Green): There are no environmentally sensitive activities ongoing during these times.
Medium Risk (Yellow): Environmentally sensitive activities are ongoing, but can be effectively managed through construction monitoring, and implementation of
recommended mitigation measures.
High Risk (Orange): Environmentally sensitive activities are ongoing and will require construction monitoring. Given the level of activity, construction works can
expect significant additional costs for environmental surveys and Project delays even after application of mitigation measures.
Extreme (Red): These are regulated restricted activity periods and will require extensive biological surveys, professional justification, and a mitigation plan to
support proposed works during these time periods. Will also require direct consultation with regulatory agencies and approval application.
Notes:
1. Time period restrictions for wildlife and wildlife habitat are based on the Saskatchewan Activity Restriction Guidelines for Sensitive Species (MoE 2015), the federal
Migratory Birds Convention Act, and the provincial Wildlife Act.
2. Time period restrictions for rare plants are based on the Saskatchewan Activity Restriction Guidelines for Sensitive Species (MoE 2015).
3. Time period restrictions for fish and fish habitat are based on the Fisheries and Oceans Canada Saskatchewan Restricted Activity Timing Windows for the Protection
of Fish and Fish Habitat (DFO 2013).
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4 CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING DESIGN

The proposed works to replace the existing facility will consist of the replacement control structure,
fishway, and access road, as described in the Preliminary Design Report (KCB 2016b).

4.1 Replacement Control Structure

The proposed replacement outlet structure will consist of a reinforced concrete structure with five
gate bays and electrically operated vertical lift gates, a bridge deck to allow passage of maintenance
equipment and pedestrian traffic, upstream and downstream stop log slots, and a control building for
gate operation (Drawings 102 and 104). The four outer bays, two on each side, will be 5 m wide and
the middle bay will be 2 m wide (Drawings 211, 213, and 214). A 1 m wide pier will separate each bay.
The middle bay will have a bottom elevation of 450.07 m (i.e., no slab), while the second and fourth
bays will have a 0.43 m high sill bringing the top of the sill elevation to 450.50 m (Drawing 215). The
outermost bays (#1 and #5) have a 0.88 m high sill bringing the top of the sill elevation to 450.95 m.
The top of gate elevation for the outermost bays (#1 and #5) is 452.15 m, and for the three inner bays
(#2 to #4) is 451.70 m.

The replacement outlet structure will be constructed to the north of the existing structure, in
isolation from Crooked Lake and Qu’Appelle River (Drawings 102 and 104). The outlet structure and
connecting inlet and outlet channels will be constructed within areas that are currently outside of the
wetted extent of the water bodies, with the channel tie-ins constituting the only work within areas
currently accessible to navigation. Temporary cofferdams will be required to establish isolation of the
work areas at the channel tie-in locations (Drawing 270).

Gates and Hoists

Each vertical lift gate assembly consists of a skin plate, three horizontal beams, five vertical stiffeners,
endplates, and seals on each side. The gates will move up and down on wheels, with two wheels on
either end of the gate. The wheels and the beams are spaced at equal distances because the ice load
will be the largest load on the gate and could be applied at any height on the skin plate. The skin plate
extends horizontally past the wheels to provide a mount for the gate.

A dedicated wire rope hoist system in each bay will raise and lower the vertical lift gates. The wire
rope hoist system is mounted to a welded steel frame and consists of two drums, one above each end
of the gate for the four outer bays, and a single drum hoist for each of the two inner sub-bays. Each
hoist drum is supported by pillow block bearings mounted in the hoist platform and 3:1 reeving
between the hoist drum and gate to reduce the wire rope size. Pillow blocks and reducers are
mounted to the single welded steel frame of each hoist.

Stop Logs

Slots for stop logs on the upstream and on the downstream side of the operating gates permit
dewatering of each gate bay for maintenance (Drawing 215). Two stop logs will be required in each
slot (upstream and downstream) to isolate a single gate bay. The stop logs will be 5.4 m wide, 1.2 m
high and 0.2 m thick and will be installed and removed with monorails. The overall height of the stop
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logs are designed to prevent overtopping with the lake at high summer operating level (El. 451.71 m)
with a 1:2 year wind-generated wave height. The stoplogs will span the middle bay (i.e., sub-bays 3A
and 3B).

Control Building

The control building will be approximately 3 m by 5 m and will be located adjacent to the new outlet
structure (Drawings 201 and 210). The control building will have a suitable grounding grid as required
by code for personal protection and equipment protection. A lightning protection system will also be
considered for the control building. Basic HVAC will be incorporated to the building design to provide
suitable temperature for proper equipment operation as per vendor recommendations. The control
building will be pre-cast concrete with ventilation but no windows, to minimize targeted vandalism or
unauthorized access.

Power Source

The control building will be powered by a 200-amp transmission line rated at 120V/240V, supplied by
SaskPower. An emergency backup supply will include an industrial generator connected to the site
electrical distribution system. Selection of the utility or backup generator will be by manual transfer
switch. The generator could be a portable unit or permanently located at the site. If a portable unit is
to be used, an area next to the control building will be required to be identified and used as a
connection point for the power cable. Having the generator permanently located at site is preferred
for emergencies unless the generator is readily available from a nearby supplier.

A 120-volt portable generator and drill pack would be used as a secondary backup to raise or lower
the gates.

4.2 Removal of Existing Control Structure

The existing control structure will be removed following commissioning of the replacement structure,
so that the release of water to Qu’Appelle River is not interrupted. A temporary cofferdam will be
constructed upstream of the existing structure to facilitate instream works and partial dewatering
during removal (Drawing 270). The monorail, fencing, and other materials that can be re-used will be
salvaged. The remaining structural components and excavated material removed will be hauled to an
appropriate landfill for disposal.

4.3 Fishway

Structure Type

Various fishway types were considered during preliminary design, including natural channel fishways
such as rockfill ramp/boulder fill, pool and riffle, and roughened channel. A “pool and riffle” style
fishway, similar to the one constructed at Makwa Lake in 2008, was identified as the preferred
alternative. The Makwa fishway has performed well and over the past two decades WSA has installed
over 30 rock-riffle-style fishway structures at other locations in Saskatchewan, based on consultation
with and support from DFO. This style of fishway is constructed to mimic natural channel
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morphological features, promoting increased habitat value in addition to facilitating fish passage.
WSA has had good success with this design concept in similar settings to the proposed Crooked Lake
fishway, including effective retention of water at surface to promote adequate water depth under
low flows (i.e., by limiting interstitial flows with void-filled riprap) and resilience to flood conditions.

Hydraulic Design

The fishway has been designed to convey the entire lake outflow for much of the open-water season,
while supporting fish passage. The design fish used to assess fish passage performance of design
iterations was the adult walleye (Sander vitreus) of 300 mm fork length. The minimum water depth to
facilitate fish passage within the fishway was considered to be 0.15 m based on WSA design
guidelines used for other fishways in Saskatchewan (Pers. Comm. J. Sereda, 2017). The burst
swimming speed (less than 10 seconds over 1 m distance) of this design fish is approximately 1.8 m/s
and the prolonged swimming speed (less than 30 minutes over 50 m distance) is 0.75 m/s (Katopodis
and Gervais 1991).

The structure will require a multi-stage weir at the upstream end with varying weir crest elevations to
increase the discharge capacity for higher lake levels and limit discharge at lower levels. The elevation
of the lowermost weir will be set to prevent the lake from drawing down below the minimum lake
level defined in the Crooked Lake Water Management Agreement (WMA).

The design for the outlet structure and fishway has considered the optimization of fish passage
potential within the significant operational constraints imposed by the lake level targets stipulated in
the WMA and seasonal variability in natural inflows. During periods of low natural inflows, there will
frequently be insufficient water available to pass fish at the fishway without compromising
compliance with lake level targets. In WSA's experience, compliance with lake level targets has been a
key focus of stakeholder groups providing feedback on operating practices during periods of low
inflows. It is considered likely that there would be strong public and stakeholder opposition to any
perceived effect on lake water levels resulting from the operation of the fishway. Water management
is a key concern for local stakeholders, which must be considered in designing for fish passage.

Construction Materials

The materials and preparation of materials used for the construction of the pools and riffles will be
consistent with the designs executed by WSA at other sites, including Ridge Creek, Saskatchewan. The
proposed pool and riffle fishway will be constructed of rock and granular fill with a wide range of
particle sizes, such that the smaller diameter material will partially fill the voids of the larger diameter
rock to limit interstitial flow through the rock. The larger diameter rock (riprap with a Dsg of
approximately 350 mm), will result in an uneven top surface with variable flow depths and velocities,
which supports fish passage. The riprap will be blended with the finer grained material and placed
and compacted using an excavator and dozer.

Fishway Structure

The proposed fishway will comprise a sheet pile wall at the upstream end with notches to control
inflow. The notch inverts will be set at El. 450.875 m, 451.40 m, and 451.7 m. The top of the wall will
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be set at El. 453.7 m. The fishway channel will be constructed with 4H:1V side slopes and will be
armoured with riprap (Drawings 251, 252, and 253). A prefabricated pedestrian bridge will be
installed over the fishway. The fishway will include a series of pools and riffles downstream of the
sheet pile weir, constructed of large diameter rock and designed to increase the potential for fish to
pass from Qu’Appelle River into Crooked Lake during periods when passage through the outlet
structure is restricted.

The cofferdam installed to isolate the existing control structure will remain in place to allow for
installation of the fishway structure in isolation. A notched sheet pile weir will be installed across the
inlet to the fishway structure (Drawing 251), and a series of pools and riffles will be installed to
establish a transition down to the natural bed of the river channel downstream (Drawings 252 and
253). The fishway channel will be constructed of “void-filled riprap”, which is a blend of riprap and
granular material. The riprap , which ranges in size from 150 mm to 500 mm diameter, to promote
stability of the structure.

Once commissioned, the fishway will directly connect Crooked Lake to Qu’Appelle River and
navigation safety measures will be required to restrict access to the structure.

Guidance and Attraction Flows

The layout of the outlet structure and fishway will account for providing concentrated attraction flow
in the vicinity of the fishway to increase the potential for fish to find and use the fishway during
periods when passage is feasible.

During typical summer discharge a majority of flows will likely be conveyed by the fishway, however,
during the spring spawning period, flows may also be conveyed by the outlet structure. To increase
the potential for fish attraction to the fishway during the period when flow is passing through both
the outlet structure and the fishway, additional pools and riffles will be incorporated into the design
in the existing channel just upstream of the confluence with the replacement structure’s outlet
channel. This set of riffles will serve to continue the water level transition from the weir to the
downstream water level (extending the hydraulic gradient over a longer distance) and will also serve
to attract fish to the fishway by increasing the turbulence on the fishway side of the confluence.

A pool and riffle feature will be constructed within the fishway (existing) channel of Qu’Appelle River,
directly upstream from the confluence with the new control structure outlet channel (Drawing 224).
The pool and riffle sequence will be constructed of the same sized rock used for the fishway
construction (void filled riprap). Temporary cofferdams will be installed to isolate the footprint of the
attraction riffle during construction (Drawing 270).

4.4 Rock Spur

A rock spur will be installed within Crooked Lake, southwest of the fishway structure (Drawing 255).
The rock spur is intended to interrupt longshore transport of fine sediment from the south and
reduce the potential for sediment deposition within the fishway. The spur will extend 30 m from
shore into Crooked Lake and has been designed with a top elevation of 452.80 m (1.1 m above Full
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Supply Level), as shown on Drawing 255, to increase visibility and reduce the potential for the spur to
present a hazard to navigation. Signage will also be installed, as described in Section 4.7.

The rock spur will be constructed entirely of 6C Riprap to allow for material to be placed in the wet
(pushed from the shore of Crooked Lake), avoiding the need for a temporary cofferdam. The top
width is set at 4 m for construction convenience, and side slopes are set at 2H:1V.

4.5 Riprap Revetment

A riprap revetment has been proposed on the right (south) bank of the Qu’Appelle River, directly
opposite the confluence with the new outlet channel (Drawing 220). The structure is intended to
mitigate the potential for erosion of the bank. The revetment will typically consist of 6B riprap
overlying 5A bedding gravel, installed at a 2H:1V slope (Drawing 221). The existing bank will be
excavated to establish a smooth grade and to reduce the level of encroachment of the revetment
surface into the channel, relative to the existing bank position.

4.6 Temporary Works

4.6.1 Excavation Seepage Control

Seepage control measures will be required to facilitate excavation and construction of the outlet
structure. In-excavation water control measures including sumps, pumps, ditches, and granular filters
(for erosion control) are proposed for dewatering within the excavation. Discharged seepage water
will be treated to reduce suspended sediment, likely using sedimentation tanks. Construction of the
outlet channel downstream will cross a low-lying bench within the floodplain. The conditions at
ground surface are expected to be relatively soft and wet and access of construction equipment (e.g.,
dozers, excavators, haul trucks) for excavation of the channel will be facilitated by frost penetration in
the winter. Waste soil that is excavated from the outlet structure and channel will be hauled off-site
for disposal.

4.6.2 Cofferdams

Temporary cofferdams will be required to isolate instream work areas:

= at the tie-in to Crooked Lake of the outlet channel for the replacement outlet structure;

= upstream of the existing outlet structure and proposed fishway structure within Crooked
Lake; and

= upstream and downstream of the fish attraction riffle within Qu’Appelle River.

Plan and profile views of the temporary cofferdams are shown on Drawing 270. The cofferdams will
typically be trapezoidal in profile, constructed with a berm of clean gravel at the outward facing
surface to protect against erosion, and a layer of low permeability fill on the inside to limit seepage.
The cofferdams will be installed by first placing clean gravel to create a berm, then placing fill on the
protected (inward facing) side. At the inlet channel tie-in, the cofferdam will be constructed with a
berm of gravel placed against the existing shoreline. Where suitable and cost-effective, the contractor
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would alternatively be allowed to use geosynthetic water-filled barriers (e.g., Aquadam) or other
erosion resistant isolation measures, assuming that the footprint of the structure did not exceed that
shown on the drawings.

4.7 Navigation Safety

Signage will be installed to warn watercraft operators of potential hazards to navigation, both
temporary and permanent in nature. Temporary signage will be installed on the cofferdams, facing in
both directions of travel.

Permanent signage will be installed at the entrance of the inlet channel, upstream of the control
structure, and also at the entrance to the fishway channel, warning watercraft operators on the lake
of the hazard. The proposed sign format is shown on Drawing 382. The portage ramp location will
also be identified with signage to direct light watercraft users that intend to bypass the control
structure and fishway (Drawings 381 and 383). Floating booms will also be installed across the
channels, upstream of the fishway and outlet structure to provide a visible, physical barrier to
downstream travel. The location of the booms is shown on Drawings 210, 211 and 251 and details are
provided in Drawing 385.

Signage will be installed at the downstream side of the outlet structure to direct portagers travelling
in a downstream direction to enter the outlet channel (Drawings 381 and 383). Signage at the fishway
channel will indicate that the downstream fish attraction riffle presents a potential hazard

(Drawing 384) and that the adjacent outlet channel is the designated travel route (Drawing 383).
Additional signage will be installed at the fish attraction riffle to provide further warning of the
imminent hazard. The outlet channel downstream from the control structure is expected to provide
unimpeded passage under typical conditions, including low flow when all discharge is directed
through the fishway, as the outlet channel will be backflooded even when the outlet gates are closed.

Permanent signage will be installed on the downstream side of the control structure to warn
watercraft operators travelling in an upstream direction of the potential hazard at the outflow of the
structure (Drawing 383).

Portage ramps have been included to provide a designated egress location for watercraft operators
approaching the control structure from Crooked Lake or Qu’Appelle River (Drawing 381). Hand
launched watercraft such as canoes and kayaks can be portaged across the structure using the
designated portage route and safely re-launched using the ramps provided. Likewise, the portage
ramp will provide safe access to the lake for users crossing the pedestrian bridge over the fishway
from the south.

4.8 Operation and Maintenance

4.8.1 Normal Operation

Under the Crooked Lake Water Management Plan, there are prescribed lake elevations for each
month of the year. The elevation in the lake will be controlled with vertical lift gates. The gates will be
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controlled either through a human machine interface (HMI), typically a touch screen panel, or a
portable (local) control panel that can be plugged into a socket near each gate. Gates will also have
the ability to be controlled remotely (i.e., from offsite), if WSA chooses to use this functionality of the
system.

A local-off-auto switch will be located inside the control room. In local mode, the gates will be
controlled by the local control panel only. In auto mode the gates will be controlled by the
Programmable Logic Controller (PLC), either remotely or through the HMI. The HMI will be located
inside the control building. Using the HMI, operators will be able to select a specific gate opening and
then initiate gate movement from the HMI. The control system will stop the gates once the desired
opening has been reached.

The portable control panel will contain all of the controls required to operate one gate at a time. The
portable control panel will be placed on a stand adjacent to the gate to be operated, or on a neck
strap that can be carried by the operator. A cord and plug will be used to connect the control panel to
the gate to be operated. Plugs will be provided at each hoist. Wireless operation will not be provided.
Consideration could also be given to a single plug and a gate selector switch on the control panel. An
emergency stop button on the control panel will stop movement of all gates. When not in use, the
control panel will be kept in the control building.

A video system will be provided to allow viewing of the gates and surrounding area. The video
cameras will operate in low light conditions. Audible alarms and flashing lights will provide warning of
possible gate operation. Each gate will be equipped with a mechanical position indicator.

4.8.2 Winter Operation

During typical operation in the winter, the gates of the outermost bays (#1 and #5) will be left in the
open position, while the inner bays will remain closed, but operated as required to pass increased
flows. The gates have been design for ice loading and winter operation. When the gates are required
to operate in the winter, the slots and area upstream of the gates will be de-iced before operation.
The gates may potentially be damaged by ice chunks if operated partially open or if ice overtops
closed gates. Monitoring will be required to prevent such damage.

4.8.3 Maintenance

The incorporation of a bridge deck facilitates maintenance of the new structure. The deck will allow
the passage of maintenance equipment but will be isolated from public vehicle traffic with gates or
bollards. Pedestrian traffic will be accommodated across the bridge deck (Drawing 104).

General maintenance of the new structure will include semi-annual greasing of the wheel bearings,
yearly inspection of the operating gates, and minor repairs to the infrastructure noted during
inspections. Gate inspections are required to check the coating integrity and condition of the seals.
Scheduled maintenance would be required to refurbish the bearings, wheels, and shafts, recoating
the gates, and seal replacement.
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Stop logs will assist maintenance activities on the bays, gates and hoists, and the fishway. Flares
provided at the top of each stop log slot will facilitate installation. Stop logs will be installed and
removed with balanced differential head across the stop log using a lifting beam attached to a
monorail hoist. After installation, pumps will be used to remove the water between the stop logs.
Either pumping or a flood valve installed in the stop logs will be used to flood the space behind the
stop logs before stop log removal.

The slope of the north and south embankment of the replacement outlet structure as well as the
access ramp/portage located between the outlet structure and the fishway, have design grades of
10H:1V. The access ramp/portage provides maintenance vehicle access to the upstream safety booms
and the downstream turn-around.

4.9 Project Input and Output

The construction of the Project will result in the generation of waste. Potential wastes with proposed
mitigation measures related to the Project are identified in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1 Projected Wastes Generated by the Project

Waste Mitigation Plan
= Vehicles and equipment should be inspected
regularly and properly maintained to reduce

Engine exhaust from the operation of heavy
equipment, personal vehicles, and generators.

emissions.
Dust from use of access roads and = A dust suppression system should be implemented
construction. for staging areas, access roads, and stockpiles.

Emission =  Work hours should be limited to daylight hours in

Increased noise levels during construction. . .
compliance with any local bylaws.

" Light plants should be turned off when not in use.

Increased light pollution = Light plants should not direct light at residential
buildings

= Equipment should be cleaned and in good working
order prior to arriving on-site.

= Designated fueling and maintenance areas should be
established with secondary containment and spill
contingency equipment.

= Stationary equipment and hazardous materials
should be stored within a designated secondary
containment area.

Discharge | Hazardous and non-hazardous substances

= A spill contingency plan should be in place and spill
kits should be readily accessible on-site.

® Asecondary containment system should be installed
for the glycol system
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Waste

Mitigation Plan

Discharge

Groundwater control

Well points or still wells with pumps should be
established to capture groundwater seepage within
or outside the excavation.

Settling ponds or tanks should be used to settle
suspended solids prior to discharge to the
environment.

Site water management

An erosion and sediment control plan should be
implemented to direct water away from the Project.
The point of discharge from the Project should be
armoured to limit scour and increased
sedimentation.

Waste

Sanitary

Portable toilet facilities should be isolated with
secondary containment.

Portable toilet facilities should be serviced weekly
and waste should be disposed of at an approved
waste facility.

Domestic

Domestic waste generated by the Project should be
separated and where possible, materials should be
recycled and reused.

Domestic waste should be stored in industrial
containers with locking lids.

Domestic waste should be removed from the Project
weekly.

Industrial

Used oil and lubricant containers and oil filters
should be stored within a secondary containment
and removed for proper disposal.

Fuel should be stored in double walled tanks with
secondary containment protected by the potential
for impact by machinery. All unused fuel should be
removed from the site.

Flammable chemicals should be stored in a separate,
well ventilated storage area, and should be
transported offsite for disposal at an approved
facility.
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5 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

5.1 Study Area

Crooked Lake is located in the Aspen Parkland Ecoregion, a 500 km wide north-south transition zone
between the dry grasslands to the south and the boreal forest to the north (Shorthouse 2010). This
ecoregion stretches in a broad arc across the prairie provinces of Canada from southwestern Alberta,
northward and then eastward through central and northwestern Alberta, central Saskatchewan, and
central and southern Manitoba. In its native state, the Aspen Parkland Ecoregion is characterized by a
mosaic of trembling aspen, oak groves, mixed tall shrubs, and intermittent fescue grasslands

(SASK Herbarium 2008). However, due to its favorable climate and fertile, warm black soils, this
ecoregion has primarily been altered by farming activity since settlement began in the late 19t
century and represents some of the most productive agricultural land in the Prairies (SASK Herbarium
2008; Shorthouse 2010).

Crooked Lake is located within the floodplain of the Qu'Appelle River Valley. The northern shoreline is
developed with small resort communities and the south borders the Cowessess First Nation Reserve.
At the eastern end of the lake, an outlet structure releases water from Crooked Lake to the
Qu'Appelle River and regulates the water level in the lake. A Regional Study Area (RSA) was
established to conduct a desktop review of baseline environmental information, which was also used
to inform a preliminary Environmental Screening Report (ESR) (KCB 2016a). The RSA encompassed a
5 km search radius centered on the outlet structure on Crooked Lake, located at SW-08-19A-05-W2M
(Figure 2).

The Study Areas for the terrestrial component of the field study are focused on the water control
structure and the downstream floodplain of the Qu'Appelle River. Field investigations within the
Terrestrial Study Area (TSA) focused on wildlife (herptiles, shorebirds, breeding birds, and mammals).
Additional wildlife surveying extended away from the Qu'Appelle River floodplain and along the
highways to target potential suitable habitats for wildlife species such as short-eared owls and
common nighthawks. A smaller Soils and Vegetation Study Area (SVSA) within the TSA limited the
soils, vegetation (ecosite), and rare plant surveys closer to the project construction area. The TSA and
SVSA are displayed on Figure 2.

The Study Areas for the aquatic component of the field studies within the Qu'Appelle River extended
from the existing control structure on the east end of Crooked Lake to approximately 40 m past the
bridge crossing of Secondary Hwy 605 (Figure 2). This encompassed approximately 2.4 km of the
Qu'Appelle River. Within Crooked Lake, fish sampling was focused within the immediate vicinity of
the control structure and in the deeper section of the lake. The fish and fish habitat assessment
conducted within the Aquatic Study Area (ASA) included fish sampling to assess fish species presence
in the lake near the control structure and in the river downstream, as well as instream habitat
classification and bank stability classification.
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5.2 Geology

Regional Geology

The Aspen Parkland Ecoregion is underlain by Cretaceous shale and covered by undulating to kettled,
calcareous, glacial till with significant areas of level lacustrine and hummocky to ridged fluvioglacial
deposits (SASK Herbarium 2008). Regional geology descriptions of the Qu’Appelle Valley, based on
widely spaced boreholes (Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987), indicate that the Qu’Appelle Valley is fully
eroded through the glacial till, through the Empress Formation sand aquifer and eroded
approximately 50 m into the Cretaceous Pierre Shale formation. The river valley was subsequently
infilled with at least 70 m thick of alluvial, colluvial, and lacustrine sediments. The Qu’Appelle
Alluvium, at the surface of the current valley bottom is described as mainly silt and sand, and ranges
in thickness from a thin veneer under the Qu’Appelle River to as much as 30 m thick in the central
upstream parts of the valley and along most of the valley sides (Klassen 1975).

The Qu’Appelle Alluvium is underlain by the Virden Fill, which is described as beds of clay, silt, sand,
and smaller proportions of gravel. The clay and silt is typically very dark grey and unoxidized

(Klassen 1975). It was deposited before the most recent glaciation, likely in the Early to Mid-
Wisconsin Age. The thickness of the Virden Fill along most of the Qu’Appelle valley is between 46 m
and 60 m. The combined thickness of Qu’Appelle Alluvium and Virden Fill at Crooked Lake is expected
to be approximately 60 m, based on the valley profile in Klassen (1975).

Local Geology

A field investigation was conducted by KCB March 3 to March 10, 2016, to characterize the local
geology (KCB 2016c). The results of KCB’s 2016 geotechnical drilling investigation indicated that the
stratigraphy of the area surrounding the outlet structure generally consisted of:

= Adiscontinuous silt layer up to 0.6 m thick which contains organics; over

= Alaterally continuous upper sand layer ranging in thickness from 2.0 to 5.8 m, generally well-
graded and very loose to compact density; over

= Alaterally continuous shallow alluvial clay layer ranging in thickness from 0.6 to 3.2 m of low
to medium plasticity and soft to firm consistency; over

= |nterbedded alluvial silt, sand, and clay layers of varying thickness and continuity.

5.3 Hydrogeology

A review of the WSA Water Well Database indicated that there were multiple groundwater wells
utilized for domestic purposes within the RSA. Thirteen wells are located within the Sunset Beach and
Greenspot communities along the north shoreline of Crooked Lake. The majority of the domestic
wells are shallow, drilled to a depth between 4.5 m and 21 m below ground surface (bgs) (WSA
2015b). The deepest well was installed at a depth of 54.8 m bgs (086496) (WSA 2015b).
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During the field investigation between March 3 and March 10, 2016, four boreholes were completed
as monitoring wells (Figure 3). These wells were used to determine the hydraulic conductivity and
assess the potential for groundwater recharge into the excavation during construction.

As part of the groundwater investigation, slug tests were conducted on each well to determine the
hydraulic conductivity in the footprint of the new outlet structure. The average hydraulic conductivity
ranged from 2.3 x 10 m/sec to 7.8 x 10> m/sec (KCB 2016c). This is consistent with the expected
hydraulic conductivity for a clean to silty sand (Cherry & Freeze 1979).

Continuous water elevation monitoring was conducted at each monitoring well with a pressure
transducer logger. The recorded water elevations mirror the fluctuations in lake level and confirm
that there is a hydraulic connection between the alluvial sand and silt layers in the area of the new
outlet structure (KCB 2016c). Monitoring well BH16-03, closest to the lake (Figure 3), responded to
the change in lake elevation with almost no delay, while the boreholes furthest away from the lake
showed a delayed response of several days. Monitoring wells BH16-01, BH16-04, and BH16-05 are
influenced by both the lake and river elevations (KCB 2016c).

On May 19, 2016, the monitoring wells were sampled for routine parameters. Each monitoring well
was purged with a detected weighted bailer for a minimum of three well volumes or until chemical
stabilization was achieved for three or more in-situ parameters: pH, electrical conductivity (EC),
temperature, dissolved oxygen (DO), and oxidation-reduction potential (ORP) were recorded.
Samples were collected in dedicated laboratory supplied bottles, placed on ice, and submitted to ALS
Environmental laboratories in Calgary, Alberta under standard chain of custody protocol.

A summary of the routine water chemistry analyses is provided in Table 5.1. There are no guidelines
for routine water chemistry parameters in the WSA interim surface water quality objective

(WSA 2015c). In general, the groundwater is slightly acidic to neutral and in the reduction phase given
in-situ pH and ORP values. The water is hard, with hardness concentrations ranging from 481 mg/L as
calcium carbonate (CaCOs3) at monitoring well BH16-03 and 683 mg/L CaCOs at monitoring well
BH16-05. Concentrations for nitrate and nitrite were reported below method detection limits.
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Table 5.1 Groundwater Quality Results
Sample ID BH16-01 BH16-04 BH16-05 BH16-03
Date Sampled 19-May-2016 19-May-2016 | 19-May-2016 | 19-May-2016
Time Sampled 13:21 13:49 14:15 14:42
Parameter Units
In-situ
Temperature °C 4,51 4.06 4.59 4.92
Electrical Conductivity uS/cm 828 796 837 841
pH 6.75 7.07 7.11 7.64
Dissolved Oxygen mg/L 5.58 6.76 3.93 7.85
Oxidation-Reduction Potential mV -106.4 -94.9 -98.1 -190.8
Anions and Nutrients (Water)
Alkalinity, Total (as CaCO3) mg/L 416 378 386 391
Bicarbonate (HCO3) mg/L 508 461 471 477
Carbonate (CO3) mg/L <5.0 <5.0 <5.0 <5.0
Chloride (Cl) mg/L 31.7 30.4 34.7 58.8
Conductivity (EC) uS/cm 1510 1490 1500 1500
Fluoride (F) mg/L 0.11 0.11 <0.10 <0.10
Hardness (as CaCO3) mg/L 624 658 683 481
Hydroxide (OH) mg/L <5.0 <5.0 <5.0 <5.0
Nitrate and Nitrite (as N) mg/L <0.11 <0.11 <0.11 <0.11
Nitrate (as N) mg/L <0.10 <0.10 <0.10 <0.10
Nitrite (as N) mg/L <0.050 <0.050 <0.050 <0.050
pH pH 7.58 7.48 7.56 7.74
TDS (Calculated) mg/L 1020 1010 1040 982
Sulfate (S04) mg/L 416 442 456 368
Dissolved Metals (Water)
Calcium (Ca)-Dissolved mg/L 131 134 131 85.4
Magnesium (Mg)-Dissolved mg/L 72.0 78.6 86.4 64.9
Potassium (K)-Dissolved mg/L 8.39 7.70 8.88 18.6
Sodium (Na)-Dissolved mg/L 111 90.0 89.3 152

5.4 Climate and Hydrology

The climate in the Aspen Parkland Ecoregion is marked by short, warm summers and long, cold
winters with continuous snow cover.

The Broadview station, climate ID 4010879, is located 25 km from the RSA. According to data
collected at the station between 1981 and 2010 (Government of Canada 2016a), the average daily
temperature was 2.5°C. The lowest mean monthly temperature reported to be -14.2°C in January,
and the highest mean monthly temperature in July at 18.1°C. The total annual precipitation was
reported to be an average of 424.7 mm with the majority falling as rain (362.3 mm). The frost-free

period is approximately 107 days.

The lower Qu’Appelle watershed includes the Qu’Appelle River and its tributaries between the Village
of Craven and the confluence with the Assiniboine River at St. Lazare, Manitoba (WSA 2013). The
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watershed covers an approximate area of 17,800 km? and flows through six major lakes (WSA 2013).
The Qu’Appelle River is confined by the Qu’Appelle Valley and has a low gradient, broad floodplain,
and freely developed meanders (WSA 2013). The main tributaries to the Qu’Appelle River include
Loon, Jumping Deer, Pheasant, Kaposvar, Pearl, Indianhead, Redfox, Ekapo, Cutarm, and Scissor
Creeks (WSA 2013).

The nearest water survey gauge, WSA 05JMO006, is located on Crooked Lake within the Crooked Lake
Provincial Park. Data has been collected from the gauge since 1942. The mean daily water elevation
recorded at the gauge ranges from El. 450.89 m recorded for February 27 to El. 451.90 m for May 8

(WSA 2015d). Figure 4 illustrates the mean and historical water levels recorded at 05JMO006.

5.5 Terrestrial

5.5.1 Soils and Terrain

Soils described in the Aspen Parkland Ecoregion are a mixture of Black and Dark Brown Chernozems
under grassland vegetation and Dark Grey Chernozems and Luvisolic soils under the moister aspen
woodlands. Dark Brown Chernozems also occur under woodland vegetation on sandy (fluvial) parent
materials (Shorthouse 2010). Poorly drained Gleysolic soils support willow (Salix spp.) and sedge
(Carex spp.) species (SASK Herbarium 2008).

The Qu’Appelle Valley has a relatively flat bottom with steep side slopes and varies from 1.6 km to
3.2 km in width at the valley bottom (WSA 2013). The valley originated as a glacial spillway for Glacial
Lake Regina and runs the entire length of the watershed (WSA 2013).

The soils within the RSA are associated with stream floodplains and drainage channels, occurring
primarily along the Qu’Appelle River (Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987). These neutral to moderately
alkaline soils, have developed in materials derived from a variety of sources and thus vary markedly in
color, texture, and composition. The provincial mapping has described two dominant soils in the RSA,
Calcareous Alluvium (Regosols and Gleysols) and Black Chernozems, developed on fluvial deposits
(Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987). The soil map unit surrounding the Crooked Lake outlet structure
(Ave) was classified as carbonated Alluvium soils and saline poorly drained soils within the RSA, which
are associated with gently sloping floodplains cut by abandoned stream channels (Saskatchewan Soil
Survey 1987). However, saline soils were not located during the field soil inspection conducted in
2016 by KCB.

Soil-terrain patterns within the SVSA were characterized by a soil inspection conducted in May and
July 2016 by KCB. Topsoil, upper subsoil, and lower subsoil horizons were investigated at 14
inspection sites using a shovel and hand auger (Figures 5a and 5b). Soil profiles were investigated to a
depth of approximately 1 m or auger refusal for mineral soils. Organic soils were not discovered
during the soil survey inspections.

The soils inspected during the field survey correlated with the presence of Alluvium soils with
calcareous properties. Alluvium soils are poorly drained soils associated with the floodplains of the
Qu’Appelle River as they occur on very gently to gently sloping, nearly level and undulating
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floodplains cut by meandering stream channels. Soil inspection locations revealed calcareous
Alluvium (Regosols and Gleysols) and Black Chernozem soils developed on fluvial deposits consistent
with the Av38 map unit (Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987). These mineral soils consisted co-dominantly
of Chernozems (Orthic Black), Regosols (Gleyed Cumulic) and Gleysols (Rego and Rego Humic)
developed on coarse to medium textured fluvial material. The soils are located on a confined
floodplain with 1% to 2% slope interspersed with depressions holding water.

The topsoil (A horizon) textures, where present, ranged from loamy sand to loam to peaty silty loam.
The topsoil depths ranged between 5 cm and 25 cm. However, there were areas where no topsoil
was identified. The subsoil (B or C horizons) consisted of gravelly sand to silty clay loam with layers of
silt in places.

The Alluvium soils (Av38 map unit) comprise 86.7 % (5.43 hectares [ha]) of the 6.26 ha SVSA
(Figures 5a and 5b). There is a small area (0.2% or 0.01 ha) consisting of an old topsoil stockpile
located on the south side of the Qu’Appelle River that is loamy sand in texture and has mature trees
growing (e.g., Manitoba maple [Acer negundo] and elm [Ulmus spp.]). The disturbed areas (13.1% or
0.82 ha of SVSA) comprise of roads or trails and the existing outlet structure and dyke and do not
have any topsoil.

The soils within the SVSA were characterized based on field assessment (Appendix Ill: Table IlI-1) and
laboratory analyses (Appendix IlI: Table 11l-2) as being slightly to highly calcareous, with low salinity,
and low to moderate sodicity in poorly drained locations. These soils have a range of organic matter
content in the topsoil due to the frequent flooding events and range from 3.6% to 13%, which aids in
the fertility of the native forage vegetation around Crooked Lake.

The agricultural capability of Alluvium soils ranges from Class 2 to Class 6 but in this area are
potentially Class 4 to Class 6 (Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987). This range of class is mainly the result
of varying degrees of calcareousness and wetness. While topsoil textures vary, they usually range
from loamy sand to silt loam, providing adequate water holding capacity. The subsoil textures vary
and range from gravelly sand to silty clay loam. The high organic matter content of the surface
horizons results in reasonable fertility but poor soil structure and consistency (tilth). Stones are rarely
a problem. Wind erosion is not likely to be a concern except during very dry seasons. However, water
erosion and flooding are concerns based on occurrence within the Qu’Appelle River floodplain and
the potential for mobilization by stormwater runoff. These soils have little potential for cropland and
are used mainly for forage production or pasture. The agricultural capacity of the Av38 is a Class 6WF
indicating that the soils in this map unit are capable of producing native forage crops only
(Saskatchewan Soil Survey 1987). The landscape subclass limitation (W) of this map unit suggests that
excessive water may occur as a result of poor soil drainage, a high groundwater table, or seepage and
local runoff. The soil subclass limitation of this map unit (F) suggests that high alkalinity may affect
crop growth or the range of crops that can be grown.

5.5.2 Vegetation

The SVSA is located in the Melville Plain Ecodistrict of the Aspen Parkland Ecoregion of the Prairie
Ecozone (Acton et al. 1998). The ecoregion varies from large grasslands interspersed with small aspen
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stands to dense aspen woodlands with small grassland openings (Riley et al. 2007). The vegetation
community surrounding Crooked Lake transitions from herbaceous forbs and grasses within the
floodplain, to grass and shrubland, to trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides) forests on the valley
slopes.

The Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre (SKCDC) was queried to identify rare plants previously
identified or potentially occurring within the RSA. The search returned five rare plant species listed by
SKCDC (SKCDC 2015a). The provincial conservation rank shown in Table 5.2 is based on Provincial (S)
conservation concern with rarity, trend, and threat factors (SKCDC 2015b). None of the species
identified have been assigned a rank under the SARA (S.C. 2002, c. 29) based on a query of the
Species at Risk Public Registry (SARPR).

Table 5.2 Rare Plant Species of Conservation Concern that Potentially Occur within the SVSA
Conservation Provincial Listing Federal Listin
Common Name Scientific Name Status Rank (S.S. 1998, c W- (5.C. 2002, ¢ zgg)
(SKCDC 2015a) 13.12) e '
Pale Bulrush Scirpus pallidus S3 No Status No Status
Hairy Germander Teucrium c"anadense var. S3 No Status No Status
occidentale
White Lettuce Prenanthes alba S3 No Status No Status
Big Bluestem Andropogon gerardii S4 No Status No Status
Western False Gromwell Onosmodl'um molle var. S2 No Status No Status
occidentale

Rare plant surveys were conducted in May and July 2016 within the 6.26 ha SVSA (Figures 5a and 5b)
with the exception of most northern portion of the SVSA as the access road was added to the design
after the surveys were initiated. A total of 76 species were identified during the surveys, including six
noxious weeds and two nuisance weeds as designated by Minister’s Order under The Weed Control
Act (Table 5.3). No rare plant species were observed. The complete list of species found in the SVSA is
presented in Appendix IV: Table IV-1.

Table 5.3 Weed Species of Concern Identified in the SVSA

Common Name Scientific Name Weed Control Act Designation
Common Burdock Arctium minus Noxious
Canada Thistle Cirsium arvense Noxious
Leafy Spurge Euphorbia esula Noxious
Perennial Sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis Noxious
Scentless Chamomile Tripleurospermum inodorum Noxious
Common Dandelion Taraxacum officinale Nuisance
Fox-tail Barley Hordeum jubatum Nuisance

The SVSA is comprised of two ecosites, Overflow and Wet Meadow (Thorpe 2014) and areas of
disturbed land, some of which has been allowed to revegetate naturally (Figures 5a and 5b). The
Overflow ecosite occurs along the floodplains of streams where the soil is moister and more
productive than the adjacent higher elevations. The Wet Meadow ecosite is a wetland flooded
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perennially each spring where graminoid species (grasses, sedges, and rushes) dominate and
scattered willows grow in drier areas of the ecosite. Evidence of vegetation disturbance and
anthropogenic influence was noted throughout the SVSA including the removal of trees and/or
shrubs from the Overflow and Wet Meadow ecosites. The Overflow and Wet Meadow ecosites
encompass 21.9% (1.37 ha) and 64.8% (4.05 ha) of the 6.26 ha SVSA, respectively. The remaining
area, 13.3% or 0.83 ha, is disturbed land comprised of sparsely vegetated roads/trails, the
revegetated, weedy existing dyke, and an old topsoil stockpile (0.01 ha) that contains a mix of native,
non-native, and weed species. Photographs of the ecosites are presented in Appendix I.

5.5.3 Wildlife

Amphibians and Reptiles

The slow-moving Qu’Appelle River and floodplain provide suitable terrestrial and aquatic habitat for
herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) that require aquatic environments for part of their life cycles.
There are eight known amphibian species in Saskatchewan and 14 reptilian species (SKCDC 2015c).

A summary of the potentially occurring amphibian and reptile species that have a listed conservation
status is provided in Table 5.4. The SARPR lists these three species as Schedule 1 species of ‘Special
Concern’ meaning the wildlife species may become threatened or endangered because of a
combination of biological characteristics and identified threats (SARPR 2016). Provincially, the SKCDC
lists the species as S3. S3 listed species are at moderate risk of extinction or extirpation due to
restricted range, relatively few populations, recent and widespread declines, threats, or other factors
(SKCDC 2015b)

Table 5.4 Amphibian and Reptile Species of Conservation Concern that Potentially Occur
within the TSA
Potential Conservation Provincial
Common . Listing (S.S. Federal Listing
Name Scientific Name for Status Rank 1998, ¢ W- (5.C. 2002, c. 29)
Occurrence | (SKCDC 2015c) ! o T
13.12)
Great Plains Anaxyrus cognatus Yes S3 No Status Schedule 1, Special
Toad Concern
Northern Lithobates pipiens Yes S3 No Status Schedule 1, Special
Leopard Frog Concern
S i Schedule 1, Special
napping Chelydra serpentina May occur S3 No Status chedule 2, opecia
Turtle Concern

The herptile assessment included daytime visual inspections for eggs, tadpoles and adults. Where
feasible and safe, potentially affected wetland habitats were walked and a dipnet was used to
capture adults or young of the year for identification, in accordance with the requirements of
Research Permit 16FW108. Night-time auditory surveys were also conducted in conjunction with
yellow rail surveys to detect calling frogs and toads. Herptiles were surveyed over three separate
survey periods in May, June, and July.
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Great plains toads and snapping turtles were not detected within the TSA during the three survey
periods. However, northern leopard frogs were observed during the May and June survey periods.
During the May survey period, a northern leopard frog was found on the shoreline of the river while
electrofishing near the east edge of the TSA, downstream of the Highway 605 bridge crossing over
the Qu’Appelle River (Figure 6b). During the June survey period, four additional northern leopard
frogs were observed in a wetland approximately 250 m west of the outlet structure on the shoreline
of Crooked Lake. A red-sided garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis) was also observed at the edge of this
wetland. During the same survey period, a northern leopard frog was observed on the floodplain of
the left bank of the Qu’Appelle River immediately downstream of the outlet structure (Appendix I:
Photograph 1-9.)

Northern leopard frogs have diverse habitat requirements for overwintering, breeding, and foraging
(Government of Canada 2016b). The observed declines in northern leopard frog populations have
been attributed to habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation (Government of Canada 2016b).
Crooked Lake and the Qu’Appelle River below the outlet structure provide suitable overwintering
conditions for northern leopard frogs because they are well-oxygenated bodies of water that do not
freeze to the bottom. Additionally, the floodplains of the Qu’Appelle River and surrounding ponds
and marshes provide suitable breeding habitat for the species.

Boreal chorus frogs (Pseudacris maculate) were detected during night-time auditory surveys and day-
time shorebird surveys in May. Calls were recorded using an index adapted from the widely accepted
protocol developed by Mossman et al. (1998) (Table 5.5). The abundance calling index ranged
between 1 and 2 where boreal chorus frogs were detected.

Table 5.5 Amphibian Abundance Calling Index

(;‘ra‘::lllenxg Description
0 No amphibians of a given species calling.
1 Individual calls, not overlapping (estimate of 1-5 individuals calling at a site).
2 Calls are overlapping, but individuals are still distinguishable (estimate of 6-10 individuals calling at a site).
3 Numerous calls can be heard; chorus is constant and overlapping (estimate of more than 10 individuals).
Birds

The TSA is designated as a migratory bird concentration site and a locally significant area for staging
American white pelicans (Appendix I: Photograph 10), gulls, and terns (SKCDC 2015d). The floodplain
and open water of Crooked Lake provide foraging and nursery habitat for multiple species. There are
320 species of birds that have been recorded in the Aspen Parkland ecoregion (Acton et al. 1998). The
majority of the birds that breed in the aspen parkland are migratory species. Year-round resident
species include:

= black-capped chickadee (Poecile atricapillus);
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= black-billed magpie (Pica hudsonia);

= downy woodpecker (Picoides pubecens);

= hairy woodpecker (Picoides villosus);

= ruffed grouse (Bonasa umbellus);

= sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus);
= blue jay (Cyanocitta cristata); and

= great horned owl (Bubo virginianus).

Sources such as e-Bird and SKCDC were queried to identify species specific to the TSA. The SKCDC
listed all the birds recorded in Saskatchewan and e-bird listed 63 species near the Crooked Lake
Provincial Park (e-Bird 2015). A summary of the potentially occurring species that have a designated
conservation status is provided in Table 5.6.

Table 5.6 Bird Species of Conservation Concern that Potentially Occur within the TSA

Conservation Provincial
Common Name Scientific Potential for S Listing Federal Listing
Occurrence (SKCDC 2015¢) (S.S. 1998, (S.C. 2002, c. 29)
cW-13.12)
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica May occur S5B, S5M No Status Threatened
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus May occur S5B No Status Threatened
Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor May occur S4B, S4AM No Status Special Concern
L head Shrik Lanius ludovici
og_ge_:r ea r.| € anius u. OV’.CIanus May occur S3B No Status Threatened
(prairie subspecies) excubitorides
Red Knot Migrati
ed fno . Calidris canutus rufa 'gration S2M No Status Endangered
(rufa subspecies) only
Red-headed Melanerpes
M S1B, SIM No Stat End d
Woodpecker erythrocephalus ay occur ! 0 >tatus ndangere
Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes Limited S1B No Status Endangered
montanus occurrence
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus May occur S3B, S2N No Status Special Concern
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura May occur S2B, S2M, S2N No Status No Status
Yellow Rail Coturnicops . May occur S3B, S2M No Status Special Concern
noveboracensis

Species-specific surveys were conducted in the TSA for the following bird species:

= red knot;

= common nighthawk;
= |oggerhead shrike;

= short-eared owl; and

= vyellow rail.
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Red knot rufa subspecies (Calidris canutus rufa) is a migratory species and may be present in the TSA
in April and May, then again in September and early October. This species is provincially ranked as a
S2M species. The SARPR lists the rufa subspecies as Schedule 1 ‘Endangered’. At the time of the May
2016 survey for red knots, it was noted that no suitable habitat was present within the TSA for this
species. No red knots were observed in May or June.

Two breeding bird surveys were conducted in June 2016 at 12 pre-determined point count stations
throughout the TSA. As a result of these surveys, as well as incidental observations during other
surveys, a total of 72 of birds were detected within the TSA. A table of the bird species detected
within the TSA and their respective provincial and federal conservation statuses is provided in
Appendix V: Table V-1

Of the potentially occurring species of conservation concern, American white pelican, barn swallow,
bobolink, great blue heron, turkey vulture, and common nighthawk were detected. Of these species,
the common nighthawk is the only species that has a federal status, as this species is listed as ‘Special
Concern’ under Schedule 1 of the SARA (S.C. 2002, c. 29).

Common nighthawk surveys were conducted at six pre-determined survey stations throughout the
TSA. During the survey conducted on June 15, 2016, a common nighthawk was visually detected
greater than 100 m away over the ridge of the valley to the north of Highway 247 at Maple Street.
The individual was also heard calling and diving with accompanying wing-booms. During the survey
conducted on July 19, 2016, a common nighthawk was visually detected less than 100 m away within
the residential area of Sunset Beach at the intersection of Maple Street and Highway 247. The
individual was very vocal throughout the 6-minute survey; however, only displayed a dive and wing-
boom once during the extent of the survey.

Yellow rails were not detected within the TSA and the occurrence of suitable nesting habitat was
considered to be limited. Yellow rails require large wet meadows or shallow marshes dominated by
sedges and grasses (Kaufman 1996). Yellow rails begin nest building within these shallow marshes in
May and by mid-June have a clutch of eggs (Bookhout 2015). Suitable habitat for the construction of
nests within the TSA was not present during the May and June field surveys. Much of the floodplain
area surrounding the Qu’Appelle River downstream of the outlet structure was bare and dry with
limited vegetation cover. Yellow rails were detected outside of the TSA during the survey events in
both June and July. They were calling near the intersection of Highways 47 and 247 in sedge meadow
habitat upstream of the TSA in the Qu’Appelle River floodplain. Based on the presence of
concurrently calling yellow rails in the region, it was concluded that they were not present within the
TSA.

Mammals

The riparian habitat and valley slope forests along the Qu’Appelle Valley provide uncommon animal
habitats (Acton et al. 1998). There are 55 species noted to occur in the aspen parkland ecoregion
(Acton et al. 1998). The potential for federally and provincially listed mammal species to occur within
the TSA is limited by geographic range and the suitability of the habitat available within the TSA.
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None of the mammalian species observed during the three survey events in 2016 are of conservation
concern. The following species were observed:

=  white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus);
= beaver (Castor canadensis)

= red fox (Vulpes vulpes);

= red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris)

= coyote (Canis latrans); and

= |east chipmunk (Tamias minimus).

5.6 Fisheries and Aquatics
5.6.1 Fish Species Occurrence

Existing Information

An historical account of fish and fish habitat resources of the Qu’Appelle River within the vicinity of
the project was established by reviewing available information. The review included internal project
reports, reference materials, air photo interpretation, and the SKCDC database. Thirty-four fish
species have been identified in the Qu’Appelle River watershed (SKCDC 2015d). The bigmouth buffalo
(Ictiobus cyprinellus) is the only species with a federal designation of ‘Special Concern’ under
Schedule 1 of the Species at Risk Act (SARA) (S.C. 2002, c. 29). Bigmouth buffalo have been noted as
“Probably Extirpated” from Round Lake, based on historic sampling, and “Extant” within Crooked
Lake (COSEWIC 2019; DFO 2019). This species is therefore considered more likely to occur within
Crooked Lake than in the Qu’Appelle River downstream.

Provincially, rock bass (Ambloplites rupestris) and channel catfish (/ctalurus punctatus) have a
conservation status of S2, and black bullhead (Ameiurus melas), quillback (Carpiodes cyprinus),
chestnut lamprey (Ichthyomyzon castaneus), bigmouth buffalo, river shiner (Notropis blennius), sand
shiner (Notropis stramineus), and blacknose dace (Rhinichthys obtusus) are identified as S3 (SKCDC
2015b). None of the potentially occurring fish species have a designated protective status under the
Saskatchewan Wildlife Act (S.S. 1998, c W-13.12) or the Federal SARA (S.C. 2002, c. 29).

Fish Sampling Methods

Fish sampling was conducted to assess species presence in Crooked Lake with gill nets, while
sampling within the Qu’Appelle River was conducted using fyke and seine nets and a backpack
electroshocker.

The gill nets were set within the littoral and limnetic zones to target fish movement near the existing
outlet structure on May 17, 2016. The gill nets were experimental nets designed for the fall walleye
index netting (FWIN) method, comprised of ten panels consisting of the following mesh sizes: 13 mm,
19 mm, 25 mm, 38 mm, 51 mm, 64 mm, 76 mm, 102 mm, 127 mm, and 152 mm. Gill nets set in the
littoral zone had the 13 mm panel anchored to the shoreline while the remainder of the net was
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drifted into the limnetic zone of the lake perpendicular to the shoreline. Bottom set nets in the
limnetic zone were weighted with anchors. Buoys at the end of the nets were marked with flags and a
placard identifying the fish research licence number and consultant contact information.

The fyke nets were constructed of 63 mm knotless mesh and consisted of a square 1 m x 1 m trap,
two wings, a leader, a triple hooped funnel, and tied cod end. Where possible, the depth of water at
the sampling location was less than 0.8 m. The wings and leader were anchored to the shoreline. The
funnel was stretched out and the cod end was anchored to prevent the funnel from collapsing. Two
fyke nets were set overnight from May 18 to May 19, 2016. Seining was conducted downstream of
the existing structure in July 2016 with a 20 m x 1.5 m double leaded seine with 1.5mx1mx1m
central pouch with tow bars. Electrofishing was conducted on May 19, 2016, to identify species in a
side-channel habitat downstream of the ASA, using a Smith-Root LR-24 backpack electroshocker.

Length information was measured for each fish. Weights were collected for smaller fish that could be
accurately weighed on a digital scale. The handling of the adult species was limited in May as nuptial
tubercles were noted on the anal fins of some of the male shorthead redhorse (Photograph 11-13) and
white suckers.

A summary of the sampling locations is provided in
Table 5.7 and illustrated on Figure 7.

Table 5.7 Summary of Fish Sampling Locations
Net Type | Easting Northing
May 2016
Gill (G1) 665235 5606637
Gill (G2) 665145 5606616
Gill (G3) 665188 5606808
Gill (G4) 665199 5606673
Gill (G5) 664490 5607669
Gill (G6) 664291 5608095
Fyke (F1) 665406 5606536
Fyke (F2) 665589 5606632
July 2016
Seine (S1) 665344 5606522
Seine (52) 665366 5606501
Seine (S3) 665308 5606502
Seine (54) 665354 5606525
Seine (S5) 665385 5606522

Fish Capture Results

Fourteen fish species were captured within the ASA as a result of sampling (

Table 5.8). Fish sampling effort in May 2016 resulted in the identification of 10 species. Abundant
white sucker and shorthead redhorse were observed congregating at the downstream side of the
outlet structure in May and June 2016 and a wide variety of spring spawning species was captured. A
second sampling event was conducted in July 2016 to collect additional species data downstream of
the existing structure. The scour pool downstream of the structure is frequently accessed by the
public for recreational fishing and electrofishing was not considered feasible as it posed safety risks to
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the public. In July 2016, seining was conducted in the habitat in the vicinity of the scour pool which
resulted in the identification of five additional fish species. Of the species captured, none spawn in
the fall. Fish species captured during the sampling are summarized in
Table 5.8, and catch per unit effort (CPUE) per species is summarized in Table 5.9. Fork length and
weight data are provided in Appendix VI: Table VI-1 for Crooked Lake and Table VI-2 for the

Qu’Appelle River.

Table 5.8 Fish Species Captured in the Aquatic Study Area
Conservation Provincial Listing AT
Common Name Scientific Name Status Rank (S.S. 1998, c W- (5.C. 2002, c. 29)
(SKCDC 2015d) 13.12) !

Blackside Darter Percina maculate S3 No Status No Status
Common Carp Cyprinus carpio SNA No Status No Status
Common Shiner Luxilus cornutus S3 No Status No Status
Emerald Shiner Nortropis antherinoides S5 No Status No Status
lowa Darter Etheostoma exile S5 No Status No Status
Johnny Darter Etheostoma nigrum S5 No Status No Status
Lake Chub Couesius plumbeus S5 No Status No Status
Northern Pike Esox lucius S5 No Status No Status
Pearl Dace Margariscus margarita S5 No Status No Status
River Shiner Notropis blennius S3 No Status No Status
Rock Bass Ambloplites rupestris S2 No Status No Status
Sand Shiner Notropis stramineus S3 No Status No Status
Shorthead Redhorse Moxostoma macrolepidotum S4 No Status No Status
Spottail Shiner Notropis hudsonius S5 No Status No Status
Walleye Sander vitreus S5 No Status No Status
White Sucker Catostomus commersoni S5 No Status No Status
Yellow Perch Perca flavescens S5 No Status No Status

Four gill nets were set in the shallow littoral area of Crooked Lake near the inlet to the existing
structure (Figure 7). The most abundant species captured in the littoral zone were shorthead
redhorse and white sucker with a catch per unit effort (CPUE) of 8.15 fish/net hour each (Table 5.9). A
large northern pike was captured in G1 (Figure 7) with a length of 1000 mm (Photograph 11-16).

Two deep gill net sets were conducted in the limnetic area of Crooked Lake (Figure 7). Yellow perch
and walleye were the only sport fish species captured. The CPUE for yellow perch (Photograph 11-17)
was 3.66 fish/net hours and walleye (Photograph 11-18) was 1.37 fish/net hours (Table 5.9).

Two fyke nets were set in the Qu’Appelle River (Figure 6a). The nets were set overnight to capture
fish moving through the river. Fyke 1 (F1) was set for 22.5 hours and 49 fish were captured. The fish
captured included 47spottail shiner, one northern pike, and one rock bass (Photograph 11-19). In F2,
21 fish were captured, including 20 spottail shiner and a rock bass. Rock bass have a provincial
conservation status rank of S2 and are known to inhabit the Qu’Appelle River system. They feed on

aquatic insects, minnows, yellow perch and crayfish (SWA 2000).
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A backpack electroshocker was used to sample in side-channel habitat downstream of the ASA. The
substrate of the side-channels made it difficult to sample the habitat effectively. Re-suspended fine
substrates clouded the water quickly and the samplers spent more time freeing themselves from the
substrates than fishing. Four blackside darters and two spottailed shiners were captured (Figure 6b).

In July 2016, seining was conducted to supplement the data collected in May 2016. Seining was
conducted in five (5) locations (Figure 6a). The first pull, S1, resulted in the capture of 535 fish
(Photograph 11-18). White sucker occurred in greatest abundance with a catch per unit effort of over
23 fish per 100 m? reported (Table 5.10). To limit stress on the fish and to accelerate processing, the
average weight and length of the spottail shiner, young of the year white sucker, sand shiner, and
Johnny darter species were taken. Weights and lengths were collected for yellow perch, walleye,
common carp, shorthead redhorse, and adult white sucker (Appendix VI, Table VI-2).

Table 5.9 Crooked Lake Fish Catch per Unit Effort
Fodea Gill Net
(fish/hr)
Littoral
Common Carp 1.11
Emerald Shiner 1.11
Northern Pike 0.74
Shorthead Redhorse 8.15
White Sucker 8.15
Spottail Shiner 1.11
Limnetic
Spottail Shiner 0.92
Walleye 1.37
Yellow Perch 3.66
Table 5.10 Qu’Appelle River Fish Catch per Unit Effort
. Fyke Net Electrofisher Seine
Species . ' .
(fish/hr) (fish/100 sec) (fish/100 m?)
Blackside Darter 0 0.46 0
Common Carp 0 0 0.20
Common Shiner 0 0 0.20
lowa Darter 0 0 0.15
Johnny Darter 0 0 4.04
Northern Pike 0.02 0 0
Pearl Dace 0 0 131
River Shiner 0 0 0.41
Rock Bass 0.04 0 0
Sand Shiner 0 0 0.99
Shorthead Redhorse 0 0 0.03
Spottail Shiner 1.49 0.23 4.74
Walleye 0 0 0.55
White Sucker 0 0 23.04
Yellow Perch 0 0 0.55
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5.6.2 Fish Habitat Assessment

Fish habitat was assessed on May 19, 2016. Habitat classification and mapping was carried out based
on procedures outlined for habitat unit delineation by O’Neil & Hildebrand (1986) and substrates
were classified according to the methods described by Overton et al. (1997). Representative
photographs were also taken to document the existing aquatic habitat (Appendix I). The habitat
assessment was supported by air photograph review, review of existing information, and experience
from other projects on the Qu’Appelle River in the general vicinity.

Fish species known to occur in the ASA were used as representative species for assessing fish habitat
suitability with respect to spawning, rearing, and overwintering potential. Habitat connectivity for
migration was also assessed, with any barriers or disturbed areas described, recorded, and geo-
referenced with a global positioning system (GPS). A habitat map depicting the location of fish habitat
units, approximate meanders of the watercourse, and disturbance features was prepared based on
O’Neil & Hildebrand (1986).

Fish habitat in the forebay of the existing outlet structure in Crooked Lake was characterized as
shallow littoral habitat sloping down gradually to limnetic habitat. The substrates within the littoral
zone consisted primarily of fines, with gravel and occasional cobble occurring near the shoreline. The
deeper limnetic areas were characterized entirely by deposited fine substrates. Emergent aquatic
vegetation was limited in the vicinity of the outlet structure, though dense sandbar willow and
grasses occurred along the margin of the lake, presumably at or above the FSL. Submerged aquatic
vegetation was sparse in the shallow sloping, wind exposed littoral area in the vicinity of the outlet
structure, as noted during site visits conducted in May, June, July, and September. However, pond
weed species were noted to occur in the deeper channel leading into the outlet structure and at
greater depths of the littoral zone subjected to less wave action than the shallow near-shore areas.
The lack of near-shore aquatic vegetation and exposure to wave action would limit the suitability of
this area as spawning habitat for northern pike, yellow perch, bigmouth buffalo, and other species
that deposit their eggs on aquatic vegetation. Limited structural cover was available for juvenile
rearing. The forebay of the outlet structure was also considered to have low suitability as a potential
spawning habitat for walleye, lake whitefish, and other species that broadcast eggs over coarse
substrates, as there was a low concentration of coarse cobble substrates noted.

The fish habitat features mapped within the Qu’Appelle River portion of the ASA are illustrated on
Figures 6a and 6b. The channel was unconfined with an irregular meander pattern. A large scour pool
had formed immediately downstream from the existing outlet structure. Fish were visually observed
upstream and downstream of the structure in May 2016 (Photograph 1I-11). At the time of the
assessment, aquatic and riparian vegetation was still in senescence. Erosion was observed on the
right (south) bank downstream of the structure and along the outside bends of the river throughout
the length of the ASA (Photograph 1I-12). A small mid-channel gravel bar occurred downstream of the
scour pool that constricted flow, creating a shallow riffle habitat (Photograph 1I-13). The dominant
habitat within the Qu’Appelle River was moderate to deep run with occasional pools downstream of
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obstructions and meander bends (Photograph II-14). Snye habitat was located occasionally at the
margins of the channel. Fines dominated the substrate throughout the ASA.

Potential spawning habitat for northern pike and bigmouth buffalo was identified within the
seasonally flooded low-lying floodplain areas at the margins of the channel, including the flooded flat
on the north side of the channel immediately downstream of the existing structure. Seasonally
flooded areas would also provide structural cover for nursery and rearing habitat. The shallow riffle
habitat dominated by coarse substrate that was identified downstream of the outlet structure could
provide potentially suitable spawning habitat for walleye and sucker species. Abundant white sucker
and shorthead redhorse were observed congregating at the downstream side of the outlet structure
in May and June 2016 that were attempting to migrate upstream to access spawning habitat. It is
expected that spawning likely occurs in the pool and riffle habitat downstream from the structure
when further upstream movement is impeded.

5.7 Socio-economic Environment

5.7.1 Land Use and Ownership

Most of the land surrounding Crooked Lake in the vicinity of the outlet structure is either part of the
Cowessess Indian Reserve No. 73 or owned by the Province of Saskatchewan (much of it recently
purchased from private landowners). It is noted that the right (south) bank of the Qu’Appelle River
downstream of Crooked Lake represents the natural north boundary of the Cowessess First Nation
(Figure 1). The land south of the structure is Cowessess First Nation land with an access easement for
WSA. Additional land will be transferred to Cowessess First Nation to facilitate future access to the
new structure and the shorelines upstream and downstream of the new structure. WSA will retain an
access easement on the transferred land.

The land use within the RSA includes agriculture, tourism, and oil and gas development. Distinct
features of the RSA include the Crooked Lake Provincial Park (195 ha) located to the northwest of the
outlet structure on the north shore of Crooked Lake (Figure 1). The park provides a recreation use
area with 123 registered campsites (SaskParks 2016).

5.7.2 Nearby Communities

To the north of the outlet structure is Sunset Beach, an organized resort hamlet along the shoreline
of the northeast corner of Crooked Lake. Sunset Beach Resort is located along Criddle Ave within
Sunset Beach, equipped with 50 campsites and three cabins. South of the outlet structure and
Qu’Appelle River is Cowessess Indian Reserve No. 73 and the community of Cowessess (Figure 1). The
Zagime Anishinabek First Nations is situated adjacent to the Cowessess First Nation and may also be
affected by the operation of the proposed structure.

5.7.3 Existing Infrastructure

Crooked Lake water levels and releases are currently controlled by the existing nine-bay reinforced
concrete outlet structure equipped with stop logs located within the original Qu’Appelle River.
An approximately 3 m high, 220 m long earthen dyke was constructed on the north side of the outlet
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structure to contain the reservoir. Access to the existing outlet structure is along First Street that runs
parallel to the lake shoreline. A gravel-surfaced vehicle turnaround is located at the end of First Street
on the north side of the outlet structure. This area is used by the public for parking near the
structure. Local residential houses are located on either side of First Street. No houses are within the
project footprint. A public beach and boat launch is located at the intersection of First Street and
Criddle Ave to the north of the outlet structure.

Two abandoned and one in-service telephone line run beneath the project footprint. An overhead
powerline runs parallel to First Street but ends north of the project footprint. Additionally, a gas line
and electrical utility line run parallel to First Street but do not intersect the project footprint.

5.7.4 Historical Resources

A Historical Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) was conducted by KCB’s subconsultant Bison
Historical Services Ltd (Bison). The HRIA was required as outlined in a direction letter issued by the
Saskatchewan Heritage Conservation Branch (SHCB) to the WSA on June 13, 2012, based on the
assessed potential for historical resources to occur within the vicinity of the Project. The HRIA work
identified no historical resources and recommended that no further investigation was required. The
HRIA is included in Appendix VII.
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6 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS

6.1 Approach and Scope

The assessment of effects for the Technical Proposal was conducted through a four-step evaluation
process. The first step was defining the spatial and temporal boundaries of potential Project related
effects. This was followed by an assessment of what effects the Project activities may have on
environmental components. The third step included an evaluation of the identified potential effects
to determine whether or not residual effects were likely to occur following application of
recommended mitigation measures and industry standard practices. If mitigation measures can be
effectively implemented and there is either no permanent change or a negligible change in the
environmental component, then no residual effect is anticipated, and the potential effect would not
be carried forward in the evaluation. The final step in the assessment was a detailed evaluation of any
identified residual effects to determine character and significance. All residual effects were evaluated
with respect to the criteria provided in Table 6.1.

Significance was defined as a prediction of the overall impact of the effect based on evaluation of
residual effect ratings. Residual effects were classified as either significant (S) or not-significant (NS).
A significant effect was one that meets any of the following criteria:

= Any negative effect predicted to be detrimental to individuals or populations of endangered,
listed, or protected species, or a species of special management concern;

= Any negative effect that is determined to be detrimental to or result in the impairment of the
function or integrity of sensitive habitat; and

= Any effect that is determined to have a moderate to high magnitude, regional to provincial
extent, a long-term or far-future duration, and that is also continuous and irreversible.

Table 6.1 Residual Effect Rating Descriptors
. . . Geographic . -
Direction Magnitude Duration Frequency Reversibility
Extent
Short-Term (ST): .
Local (L): OneT OoT):
Positive (P): The Negligible (N): oc.a ( ). Effect lasts < 1 ne |me.( ) Short-Term (ST):
. Effect is limited Effect is
anticipated No detectable change . season . Effect can be
. . to Project . confined to one .
effect will be from baseline . following . . reversed within
. , footprint or . discrete period
positive conditions Project L 10 years
Study Area . in time
completion
Low (L): . Medium-Term
S dic (S):
Differs from the . Medium-Term poradic (5] (MT):
Neutral (Ne): Regional (R): Effect occurs
L average value for (MT): Effect Effect can be
The anticipated . . Effect extends rarely and at o
. baseline conditions, . lasts up to 25 . reversed within
effect is neutral . to region sporadic
but within the range of years . between 10 to
o intervals
natural variation 25 years
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. . Geographic . .
Direction Magnitude Duration Frequency Reversibility

Extent
Moderate (M):
. Differs from the Long-Term (LT):
Negat N): Long-T LT):
egative (N) average value for Provincial (P): ong-Term (LT) Regular (R): Effect can be

The anticipated
effect will be

baseline conditions
and approaches the

Effect extends
to province

Effect lasts
between 25 and

Effect occurs on
a regular basis

reversed within
between 25 to

natural variation

negative i 50 years
& limits of natural y 50 years
variation
High (H):
. gh (H) . Continuous (C):
Predicted to differ
Unknown . Effect occurs
from baseline
(Unk): .\ Far Future (FF): constantly .
. conditions or a . Irreversible (IR):
Insufficient - Effect lasts during, and
. . guideline or threshold . Effect cannot be
information to . more than potentially
. value so that there will reversed
determine 50 years beyond, the
L be a detectable change .
direction construction
beyond the range of
phase

6.1.1 Spatial and Temporal Boundaries

The spatial and temporal extents were defined as the areas and timeframes within which potential
effects from Project activities can be measured. The spatial extents included the Project Area
footprint (e.g., works, access, and laydown area) as well as areas of potential indirect influence within
the vicinity of the project (e.g., instream areas of sediment transport. The Study Area boundaries for
each environmental element were detailed in Section 5.1. The temporal extent for the assessment
included the periods of active construction, monitoring, and operation. Decommissioning was not
considered relevant for this Project as the lifespan of the Project is 100 years.

6.2

Potential Effects and Mitigation Measures

The potential effects of the proposed Project were identified and characterized to determine whether
residual effects could reasonably be expected to occur following application of mitigation measures.
Anticipated potential effects are discussed in the following sections and are summarized, along with
proposed mitigation measures, in Table 6.3. The effects assessment evaluated potential effects on
the following environmental components:

= Geology and Hydrogeology

= Climate and Hydrology

= Soils and Terrain

= Vegetation

= Wildlife

=  Fish and Aquatic Habitat
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= Socio-economic Environment

= Historical Resources

6.2.1 Geology and Hydrogeology

The proposed works are local in scale and are not expected to extend below alluvial deposits;
therefore, no adverse effects on geology are anticipated.

Measurement of groundwater elevations and hydraulic conductivity at monitoring wells in the vicinity
of the proposed outlet structure indicate that the groundwater table is directly influenced by lake
water surface elevation. The excavation required to install the structure will occur below the
groundwater table and temporary measures will be required to isolate the excavation and reduce
groundwater infiltration. Groundwater that seeps into the excavation will be collected in a well point
and discharged to the river channel downstream continuously, but there is not expected to be an
effect on groundwater quantity based on the high recharge rate observed at the monitoring wells.
Likewise, groundwater quality is not expected to be affected as groundwater interactions will be
minimized by isolating the excavation area.

6.2.2 Climate and Hydrology

The proposed works will have limited potential to affect climate or hydrology. Construction will
specifically be staged to allow for continued management of water levels in Crooked Lake in
accordance with the Crooked Lake Water Management Plan and water will be released from the lake
according to the typical operating regime. As a result, there is no anticipated effect on surface water
volume in the lake or in the Qu’Appelle River downstream.

6.2.3 Soils and Terrain

Development of site access corridors, laydown areas, and other temporary workspaces may result in
disturbance and compaction of site soils, affecting soil structure, agricultural capability, and
erodibility. Soils exposed because of clearing and grading, may be subject to erosion if not protected.
Stripped materials that will be stockpiled for use during site reclamation can be damaged if not
handled and stored appropriately. Adhering to standard construction practices for handling of soils
will limit the potential for adverse effects to occur.

Potential pollutants that may be released into soils during construction include gasoline, diesel fuel,
hydraulic fluids, lubricants, coolant, and other deleterious substances. Pollutants may be released
into the environment as a result of equipment being in poor repair, mechanical failure, damage
sustained during operation, poor fuelling practices, or inadequate means of containment during
storage. The potential for release of pollutants into the environment is considered to be low and can
be further controlled through application of mitigation measures (Table 6.3).

6.2.4 Vegetation

The Project will occupy 20,200 m? of the terrestrial environment, resulting in a permanent loss of the
plants and their habitat within the project footprint. Approximately one quarter of the Project
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(26.6%) will be situated in areas of previous vegetation disturbance with the remaining footprint
located in the Overflow (31.4%) and Wet Meadow (41.9%) ecosites. Areas of vegetation disturbance
for both temporary facilities such as laydown areas as well as temporary work areas around the
footprint will be reclaimed to pre-disturbance vegetation conditions. This is not considered a
permanent loss. The development of the Project is not anticipated to create long-term effects to the
soil moisture and nutrient regime; therefore, permanent effects to the vegetation communities
surrounding the Project are not anticipated.

No rare plants were observed within the project footprint during field survey. If targeted rare plant
surveys have not been completed in areas to be disturbed by construction activities, pre-
constructions surveys will be conducted to determine the presence of rare plants.

Construction activities and vegetation removal could result in introduction of weeds that are not
currently present at the Project. Weed propagules (seed, spores, rhizomes etc.) could be transported
onto the site on unwashed vehicles or machinery or within unclean fill material. The failure to control
existing noxious and nuisance weed infestations will expose disturbed soil in the construction zone to
colonization of these weeds in addition to any potentially introduced weeds. The proper
management of weeds for the duration of the Project is anticipated to decrease the quantity of listed
weed in the vicinity of the project (Table 6.3).

6.2.5 Wildlife

As identified in Section 6.2.4, a permanent loss of 20,200 m? of vegetated area is expected to occur as
a result of the Project. The areas that will be affected primarily include riparian vegetation within the
floodplain of Qu’Appelle River that could provide suitable nesting and or foraging habitat for birds
and foraging habitat for amphibians. The portion of this area within the footprint of the access road
and existing structures includes disturbed or partially disturbed vegetation. There is expected to be a
net increase in the quantity of aquatic habitat available for wildlife.

Disturbance of wildlife can potentially occur as result of construction noise and activity making
habitat unsuitable for wildlife occupation or passage. It is expected that a short-term disruption of
wildlife habitat use may occur within the immediate vicinity of the Project during active construction.
Construction scheduling will consider avoidance of the sensitive nesting and natal period for wildlife
to reduce the potential magnitude of this effect (Table 6.3).

Physical barriers and disruptions can also impede the movement of wildlife. The physical presence of
roadways and temporary fences are not expected to affect the majority of wildlife movements as
compared to baseline conditions. The disruptions associated with the construction traffic and
activities will create temporary barriers that may prevent wildlife from moving between patches of
suitable habitat. Temporary barriers and not expected to have significant, long-term effects on
wildlife movements or populations.

Direct mortality of wildlife could occur as a result of clearing and grubbing during the nesting or natal
period. Direct mortality of wildlife will be limited by scheduling clearing to occur outside of the period
of greatest sensitivity. The nesting and natal period for wildlife begins in February when owl nests
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may be established in mature trees and extends to the end of August when juvenile birds have
fledged and are able to avoid disturbance. Clearing is proposed to occur in November of Year O to
avoid this sensitive period (Table 6.3). Increased vehicle traffic associated with construction may
result in direct mortality by increasing the number of animals involved in vehicle-wildlife collisions.
Improper storage of garbage and attractants can increase the potential for the trapping and
destruction nuisance animals.

Pre-construction assessments will be required to determine if amphibians are present in the active
construction area. If amphibians are noted, the MoE will be contacted to determine appropriate
mitigations, such as translocation of amphibians from within the active work area.

6.2.6 Fish and Aquatic Habitat

Change in Habitat Quantity or Suitability

The anticipated permanent and temporary gain, loss, and alteration of aquatic habitat associated
with the proposed Project components is summarized in Table 6.2.

Table 6.2 Summary of Change in Habitat Quantity and Suitability

Change in Habitat Duration Effect Area (m?)
Gain 4,339
Quantity Permanent Loss -1,973
Net Change 2,366
Temporary Loss -4,864
Suitability Permanent Alteration 4,223

There is expected to be a permanent decrease in fish habitat quantity of 1,973 m? associated with
installation of the fishway within the existing outlet channel, infilling to create the rock spur near the
inlet to the fishway channel, and the construction of the permanent access road. However, there is
expected to be a 1,150 m? gain of habitat as a result of excavation of the new outlet channel
upstream from the structure, and transition of 3,189 m? of seasonally flooded habitat to permanently
wetted within the outlet channel downstream from the structure. There is expected to be a net
increase of 2,366 m? in the quantity of fish habitat permanently available.

An area of 4,223 m? of fish habitat is expected to be altered as a result of excavation and armouring
of seasonally flooded habitat within the side slopes of the new outlet channel, infilling at the toe of
the rock spur, and the addition of coarse substrates associated with bank armouring and creation of
the fish attraction riffle at the fishway channel outlet. Coarse substrates occur in limited quantity
within the Study Area and may provide additional suitable spawning habitat for species such as
walleye, white sucker, and shorthead redhorse, as well as a source of cover for rearing fish. The
character of the fish habitat in the river downstream from Crooked Lake will also be altered relative
to the existing condition as discharge will be split between two channels. The fishway channel will
receive less discharge during periods of high flow in comparison, which may reduce velocities in the
riffle habitat downstream from the outlet and could affect the suitability of this area as spawning
habitat. However, the fish attraction riffle that will be constructed at the confluence of the two
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channels will be an area of increased velocity that could provide potential spawning habitat. The
functional capacity of the habitat downstream from the control structure to support potentially
occurring fish species is not expected to change.

Temporary cofferdams will be constructed to isolate the instream construction area for removal of
the existing outlet structure and construction of the fishway. Likewise, it is expected that temporary
isolation will be required to facilitate installation of the fish attraction riffle and bank revetments. The
footprint of the isolation structures will result in temporary loss of approximately 3,255 m? of habitat
for the duration of instream works. An additional 1,428 m? of seasonally flooded habitat within the
floodplain downstream from the structure will be temporarily lost within the footprint of the pre-load
area and associated temporary access road. The total temporary loss of habitat anticipated is

4,684 m?. These temporary losses will be short-term in duration and will affect habitat types that are
abundantly available within the Study Area. Therefore, residual effects on fish populations are not
predicted.

Introduction of Sediment or other Deleterious Substances

Construction-related sediment mobilization and transport can affect water quality and aquatic
habitat in both the immediate construction zone and in downstream areas. Sediment suspended in
the water column can affect aquatic organisms both directly and indirectly. Erosion and
sedimentation can have effects in both the short- and long-term. Construction activities have the
potential to result in mobilization and transport of sediment in the watercourse through surface
runoff over disturbed work areas or direct input of sediment during installation of isolation measures
and commissioning of the new structures. Long-term effects could include runoff over disturbed
areas that have not been successfully re-vegetated.

Introduction of deleterious substances could occur in several ways and may result in negative effects
on fish and fish habitat. Hydrocarbon based fuels, hydraulic fluids, and lubricants will be used in
construction machinery working within the floodplain of the river and spills or leaks may occur. These
substances may enter the watercourse directly or be deposited in the riparian area and be
transported into the watercourse by surface runoff.

Vehicles and construction equipment, particularly tracked machinery, may also transport biological
contaminants to the site. These could include invasive aquatic vegetation such as Didymo algae or
diseases such as whirling disease. Invasive species have the potential to cause loss of biodiversity,
degradation of water quality, and disruption of ecosystem functions.

Direct Harm to Fish

Instream construction activities during the periods of spawning, egg incubation, or fry emergence
could result in reduced spawning success as a result of direct disturbance or sediment mobilization
and deposition on downstream spawning areas. Most of the fish species that are expected to occur
within the Study Area spawn during the spring and construction will be scheduled to avoid the
sensitive spring spawning period (April 1 to May 31). No fall spawning fish species were captured
during sampling, though lake whitefish (Coregonus clupeaformis) and cisco (Coregonus artedii) are
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expected to occur in Round Lake downstream and could potentially occur in Qu’Appelle River.
Construction of the new outlet structure is proposed to occur during the spawning and incubation
period for fall spawning species but will be conducted in isolation. An earthen plug and/or temporary
cofferdam will be maintained to allow for construction of the outlet structure and excavation of the
inlet and outlet channels to occur in isolation. Dewatering of the excavations within the isolated work
area will likely be required. The temporary isolation structures will be removed prior to the spring
spawning window (beginning April 1). The inlet and outlet channels will fill with water as the water
level equalizes across the isolation structure, but the outlet will not be commissioned, and no
discharge will be released through the structure during that spring. Commissioning of the new outlet
structure is expected to result in mobilization and downstream transport of sediment. The new outlet
will be commissioned in June, after the spring and fall spawning window has passed, and prior to
isolating the existing outlet structure to begin construction of the fishway.

Isolation of the instream work area associated with the existing outlet structure and the fishway may
result in stranding of fish within the isolated work footprint, posing a physical threat to fish and
requiring fish rescue. Fish rescue will be conducted to relocate stranded fish from isolated work
areas. In addition, the pumps used to dewater isolated work areas or to divert water around the
isolation area could impinge or entrain fish and pumps will be equipped with an intake screen, as per
established guidelines (DFO 1995).

Change in Fish Passage Potential

The potential for upstream fish passage from the Qu’Appelle River into Crooked Lake is expected to
improve as a result of the Project. The existing outlet structure is passable only when the gates are
entirely open (i.e., no stop logs in place within a gate) and velocity through the gates is low enough to
allow for passage. The proposed fishway and re-configured outlet structure will increase the
proportion of time that passage is favourable. The fishway will facilitate passage of the indicator
species (adult walleye) while the outlet structure gates are closed when discharge from the lake is
great enough to provide sufficient depth for fish to pass within the fishway. However, there are
expected to be periods when low flows will naturally restrict fish passage. Fish passage potential may
also be reduced during periods when the volume of water discharged from the outlet structure is
greater than in the fishway, and fish passage through the outlet structure is not feasible, as fish may
be attracted to the outlet channel instead. Riffle features have been incorporated to increase
turbulence and attraction flow at the confluence of the channels. The influence of these fish
attraction measures has conservatively not been accounted for in the fishway performance analysis.

The analysis carried out to support design of the fishway indicated that favorable fish passage is
estimated to be possible either through the fishway or through the outlet structure for approximately
49% of the open water operating season (April 1 — October 31). During the spring spawning period
(April 1 to May 31), fish passage is estimated to be favorable 61% of the time. It is expected that fish
passage potential within the fishway will be greater than conservatively predicted by the analysis
described above and that this will represent an improvement relative to the existing condition. The
fishway has been designed based on design practices used by WSA to successfully implement nature-
like fishway structures at other sites in Saskatchewan.
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6.2.7 Socio-economic Environment

The Project has the potential to disrupt and disturb residents of the communities of Sunset Beach and
Cowessess during the construction process by increasing traffic, stirring up dust and depositing
construction materials on roadways, and increasing noise levels. Mitigation measures have been
proposed to reduce the potential for these effects to occur (Table 6.3), including development of a
dedicated construction access road to reduce the need for construction traffic to occur on the
primary access road for Sunset Beach.

It is expected that construction activities over the two-year construction period will result in
incidental benefits to the regional economy through increased patronage of the hospitality industry.
In addition, replacement of the control structure will provide a long-term benefit through continued
recreational use (e.g., fishing, boating, swimming) for visitors and local residents. The alternative to
replacing the structure would be continued deterioration to the point where water is no longer
retained at the currently managed water levels.

6.2.8 Historical Resources

HRIA field investigations, which included visual inspection and hand excavations of sedimentary
deposits within the proposed project area, were carried out on November 9, 2015. The HRIA work did
not identify any heritage materials and consequently recommended that the potential for effects on
historical resources was low and that no further archaeological investigations were required for the
project. A copy of the HRIA report was submitted to the SHCB and they have indicated that they have
no further concerns with the project proceeding as planned. Based on these findings, a Letter of
Clearance for the project was obtained from the SHCB. A copy of the HRIA report and SHCB letter of
clearance are included in Appendix VII.

6.2.9 Summary of Project Effects Assessment

Potential Project effects were identified and characterized to assess whether residual effects could be
expected to occur following application of mitigation measures. The results of the assessment of
effects are provided in Table 6.3.
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Table 6.3

Summary of Project Effects Assessment

Project Activity

Effect Description

Proposed Mitigation and Management

Residual Effect

Soils and Terrain

An Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) should be developed and implemented for the Project prior to start of construction.

Access corridors should be selected and marked to minimize encroachment on undisturbed areas.

Disturbance of established vegetation should be limited

An Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) Plan should be developed by the construction contractor prior to start of construction. Exposed slopes and soils should be protected from erosion as
outlined in the ESC Plan.

Site Access Corridors Disturbance of site soils Prior to revegetation, compacted areas should be mitigated and/or remediated. Negligible
During adverse weather and when soils are wet, equipment travel and operation should be suspended or modified to prevent alteration of soil structure.
If required by the seeding contractor, soil amendments (organic and inorganic) should be applied to improve success of revegetation as approved by the Government of Saskatchewan
Topsoil should be salvaged and stockpiled in a dry and accessible location.
In areas of native grassland, topsoil should be salvaged, stockpiled and replaced separately from other areas, to protect the seedbed and enhance revegetation.
Equipment should be cleaned and in good working order prior to arriving on-site.
. . . . Designated fueling and maintenance areas should be placed outside the limits of the riparian area with appropriate secondary containment and spill contingency equipment. Activities within
Operation of equipment and storage of | Introduction of contaminants to . o . . .
hazardous materials soils thes_e areas shguld be conducted in a mann?r that minimizes the p_otgntlal for contaminants to enter Fhe watercourse. Negligible
Stationary equipment and hazardous materials should be stored within a designated secondary containment area.
A spill contingency plan should be in place and spill kits should be readily accessible on-site.
An ESC Plan should be developed and implemented for the Project prior to start of construction.
Topsoil should be salvaged and stockpiled in a dry and accessible location.
In areas of native grassland, topsoil should be salvaged, stockpiled and replaced separately from other areas, to protect the seedbed and enhance revegetation.
Topsoil salvage should only be undertaken during daylight hours to ensure depth of topsoil can be identified.
Topsoil should be stripped and replaced under non-frozen and non-saturated soil conditions. If topsoil must be stripped under frozen and/or saturated soil conditions due to timing
constraints or site conditions, a topsoil handling plan specific to the locations and conditions encountered should be prepared prior to commencing topsoil stripping activities.
Stripping and grading of laydown areas | Erosion of exposed soils When handling wet or saturated topsoil, extra care should be taken to minimize damage to the soil structure. Negligible
Excavations should be isolated with ESC measures when working within 30 m of the Qu’Appelle River and Crooked Lake.
Areas used for the disposal of brush, timber or logs removed in the clearing operation should not obstruct drainage patterns and runoff from the disposal areas should not cause siltation of
any water bodies.
An undisturbed vegetation buffer of 10 m should be retained between the construction site and watercourse to reduce the potential for sedimentation, where feasible. The buffer should be
fenced to prevent equipment and machinery from encroaching into protected areas.
Disturbance of established vegetation should be limited.
Reclamation should be implemented with an approved seed mix and native plant species.
As per the ESC Plan, the Contractor should protect soil stockpiles from erosion. Where persistent high winds are eroding soil piles, or removing topsoil from the construction area,
Soil stockpiling Erosion of stockpiled materials contingency measures to. stabilize the soil should b? implemented. - Negligible
Topsoil should be stockpiled separately from subsoil stockpiles by a minimum of 3 m.
Large rocks, roots, stumps, slash or debris should be removed from the topsoil prior to completion of the work prevent impediments to the proper placement of soil.
Imported fill material should be clean and free of weed seeds and propagules. Government approved sources are available.
Preconstruction weed surveys should be conducted within the Project area to identify any areas of concern, and if required, a weed management strategy should be developed. Traffic
Soil stockpiling Weeds and invasive plants through these areas should be limited if possible. Negligible
Reclaimed/revegetated areas should be inspected for presence of prohibited, noxious, or nuisance weeds. Identified weeds should be controlled using methods that do not jeopardize the
health of desired plant species.
Vegetation
The footprint of disturbance should be limited.
. . Laydown areas and temporary roads should be located in previously cleared/disturbed areas.
Build temporary facilities such as L . s . - . . e
. . . Temporary reduction in vegetation If facilities are built outside of the SVSA, preconstruction assessments should be conducted to search for rare plants. If required, a rare plant mitigation plan can be developed. ..
laydown areas, soil stockpiles, or site . . . Negligible
access cover Areas of dls'.curbancg should be revege.tated with an approved sged mix. . . . o . o . .
Salvaged soil (topsoil and upper subsoil) from the project footprint should be used for reclamation where possible to retain the local seedbank within the soil, taking into consideration any
weed management objectives identified.
The footprint of disturbance should be limited where possible.
Construction of new outlet structure Permanent loss of 20,200 m2 of Access corridors and project extents should be marked to minimize encroachment on undisturbed areas. Yes
and access road vegetated area Salvaged soil (topsoil and upper subsoil) from the project footprint should be used for reclamation where possible to retain the local seedbank within the soil, taking into consideration any
weed management objectives identified.
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Project Activity

Effect Description

Proposed Mitigation and Management

Residual Effect

Use of construction equipment within

Introduction of or spread of

Soils should be removed from vehicles and equipment, including tracks and tires. All equipment and materials should be clean of weeds and weed propagules before arriving on site.
If required, imported fill material should be clean and free of weed seeds and propagules.
Preconstruction weed surveys should be conducted within the Project area to identify any areas of concern, and if required, a weed management strategy should be developed. Traffic

noxious weeds or invasive weed S . Negligible
the work area species through these areas should be limited if possible. glie
P Reclaimed and revegetated areas should be inspected for presence of prohibited, noxious, and nuisance weeds. Identified weeds should be controlled using methods that do not jeopardize
the health of desired plant species.
Wildlife
Site preparation, soil stockpiling, . . . . .
prep pring Temporary disturbance to or loss of The footprint of disturbance should be limited where feasible. -
laydown areas, easements, and . . . . Negligible
. habitat Disturbed areas should be re-vegetated with an approved seed mix.
temporary site access roads
Loss of 20,200 m? of terrestrial . . . . . S . . . . . . , .
Construction of new water control wildlife habitat The quantity of terrestrial habitat predicted to be lost is negligible in comparison to the habitat available in the surrounding floodplain and banks of the Qu’Appelle River. Yes
structure, fishway, access road, gravel - - -
armour revetment, and rock spur Increase in quantity of aquatic Effect is positive Yes
! wildlife habitat of 2,931 m? ’
The sensitive breeding season for nesting birds is between February and August. If clearing during the nesting period is required, discussions would be conducted with Andy Cook from the
Mok for prescribed mitigation measures.
Andy Cook
Senior Ecological Protection Specialist
Ministry of Environment, Landscape Conservation
Direct mortality of wildlife during 306-519-8702 -
. . Negligible
clearing and grubbing Andy.Cook@gov.sk.ca
Vegetation clearing and construction Should pre-disturbance nest sweeps be prescribed by Mr. Cook, special attention should be made to observing evidence of breeding behaviour (territorial behaviour; calling to competing
male, mate or young; singing; courtship displays; carrying food or nest material; and or presence of nest or young found incidentally) to reduce the effects of disturbance.
Additional pre-construction surveys and on-site construction monitoring may be required to identify the presence of hibernacula and dens when earthworks commence.
If exemptions are not received, species-specific setback distances will be implemented in the event that breeding wildlife are identified in the area to be cleared (MoE 2015).
As per a MoE approved mitigation strategy, the worksite will be isolated with silt fence prior to spring or fall movements to prevent amphibians from entering the work site.
. . " As per an MoE approved mitigation strategy, the worksite will be isolated with silt fence prior to spring or fall movements to prevent amphibians from entering the work site.
Direct mortality of amphibians . o o . e . . [ . . . . .
. . . A search will be conducted for amphibians within the work area. If identified, translocation will be conducted to relocate amphibians, in consultation with MoE. WSA has a translocation Negligible
during clearing and grubbing . . . .
permit from the Committee on Animal Care (PCAC) in place.
Vehicle collisions with wildlife should be reported to the local RCMP.
. . Immediate notification should be made if any species protected under the Wildlife Act is injured, dies, or requires euthanasia, transportation to a veterinarian, or translocation from within
. . . Direct mortality as a result of . . o .
Construction activity and traffic - . . the project footprint. Contact can be made at centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca or 1-800-567-4224. Negligible
wildlife/human interactions . . - .
Traffic should be controlled and a reduced speed limit should be implemented on site.
Open excavations, fencing, and the placement of construction equipment should be monitored to limit the potential for entrapment of wildlife.
Construction personnel should not interfere with wildlife.
No firearms, pets, hunting, trapping, or fishing should be allowed on the Project site.
Active wildlife breeding sites should not be moved, disturbed, or destroyed, including but not limited to bird nests, raptor nests, amphibian breeding ponds, and snake hibernaculum.
Construction activity, traffic, and noise Disruption of wildlife If required following pre-constructions surveys, appropriate setback measures should be adopted to limit disruption to breeding wildlife. Negligible
Traffic should be controlled and a reduced speed limit should be implemented on site.
Noise complaints should be logged by the construction contractor foreman to monitor for excessive noise generation.
Artificial lighting should be turned off when not required.
Construction waste should be stored in wildlife proof containers and removed from site on a regular basis.
. There should be no burning of wastes on the project site.
. Disturbance as a result of . . . . . . . .
Construction waste storage N . . Non-recyclable, non-hazardous construction wastes should be removed from site on an as required basis for disposal at an approved waste disposal site. Negligible
wildlife/human interactions . . . . -
Waste oils, lubricants and rags should be stored in a labelled tank or drum and recycled/disposed at an approved facility.
Portable washrooms should be cleaned on a regular basis.
Fish and Aquatic Habitat
Equipment should be cleaned and in good working order (inspected) prior to arriving on-site.
Stationary equipment and hazardous materials should be stored within a designated secondary containment area.
Use of equipment within the vicinity of | Introduction of deleterious A spill contingency plan should be in place and spill kits should be readily accessible on-site. Negligible
the riparian area and watercourse substances Lubricants for gates and hoists should be applied sparingly, wiping off excess or old lubricant. gl
The portable glycol unit should be stored within a secondary containment and the glycol tank will be double walled.
If dewatering is required during curing of concrete, discharge water should be diffused with carbon dioxide to decrease the pH to between 6.5 and 9 before discharge to the environment.
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Project Activity

Effect Description

Proposed Mitigation and Management

Residual Effect

Use of equipment within the vicinity of

Introduction or mobilization of

ESC measures should be implemented prior to works commencing and will be inspected and maintained during the Project.

Damaged or non-functional ESC measures should be repaired as soon as possible and operations should cease until repairs are completed.
Erodible soils should be stabilized following disturbances.

ESC materials should be kept in adequate supply levels onsite.

Surface water runoff should be directed to vegetation or designed containment areas.

o . L . o > Negligible
the riparian area and watercourse sediment A construction inspection and monitoring program should be implemented to evaluate ESC measures. glie
Installed ESC measures should be inspected and evaluated subsequent to storm events.
Instream works that are not contained within cofferdams or sheet pile walls should be isolated from the Qu’Appelle River and Crooked Lake using sediment curtains.
=  The new outlet structure should be commissioned in June, after the spring and fall spawning window has passed, and prior to isolating the existing outlet structure to begin construction
of the fishway.
Fish rescue should be conducted when isolation has the potential to strand fish.
Fish salvage/rescue should be conducted in accordance with the Special Collection Permit issued by the MoE.
. ) ol . Contact:
Stranding of fish within isolation . -
areas Curtis Kuntz Negligible
Ministry of Environment, Fisheries Research Officer
(306) 787-0539
Curtis.Kuntz@gov.sk.ca
Isolation of fishway and existing outlet — -
structure Fish injury or mortality due to
entrainment or impingement Pump intakes should be screened in compliance with the DFO Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideline (1995) when used to dewater isolation areas. Negligible
during dewatering
Instream construction should be undertaken according to the conditions provided in Authorizations and Approvals issued by DFO and WSA
Should delays occur and construction cannot be completed within the timing window specified, DFO and WSA should be contacted.
Temporary loss of fish habitat Construction should be completed outside of the spring spawning period (April 1 to May 30). Negligible
All materials used in the cofferdams should be removed to the greatest extent safely possible.
Water flow should be maintained through the replacement structure during isolation of the fishway.
Net increase in habitat quantity of Decrease in quantity of habitat in the fishway channel offset by increase in habitat quantity in the outlet channel of the replacement structure. Yes
2,931 m? The proposed works will improve fish passage potential in the fishway and the outlet structure.
Installation of replacement structure Change in habitat suitability in Reduced discharge and increased concentration of coarse substrate in fishway channel changing the character of the habitat. .
and fishway : : : : : ) . Negligible
fishway channel New potentially suitable spawning habitat may occur at the downstream end of the fishway channel and in the new outlet channel.
Increase in fish passage potential A riffle will be created at the fishway channel confluence with the outlet channel to attract fish towards the fishway when discharge is occurring in both channels. Yes
relative to existing condition An increase in fish passage potential is predicted.
Socio-economic Environment
A dedicated construction access road should be constructed to avoid traffic directly within Sunset Beach.
Disruption and disturbance of Traffic should be controlled and a reduced speed limit should be implemented on site.
. . ) residents of Sunset Beach and Local noise bylaws should be followed. Negligible
Construction activity and increased . . . . . . .
traffic Cowessess Noise complaints should be logged by the construction contractor foreman to monitor for excessive noise generation.
Artificial lighting should be turned off when not required.
Incidental benefits to hospitalit . . .
. P ¥ Effect is positive. Negligible
industry
Continued ability to manage and
Replacement of water control . . "
maintain lake water levels for Effect is positive. Yes
structure .
recreation
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6.3 Residual Effects Rating and Significance

A total of seven residual effects were identified, four of these were considered positive, two were
considered negative, and one neutral. The rating of the seven residual effects is provided in Table 6.4.
None of the residual effects were characterized as significant.

A loss of 20,200 m? of riparian floodplain vegetation has been identified as a predicted residual effect
of the Project. Likewise, this effect is expected to constitute a loss of wildlife habitat suitable primarily
for nesting and foraging for seasonally abundant bird species and as foraging habitat for northern
leopard frogs. The vegetation ecosites that will be affected occur in abundance within the Qu’Appelle
River floodplain and the predicted effect is not expected to impair the functional capacity of this
habitat type to support the vegetation and wildlife species that occur here. These residual effects will
be local in scale and are not considered to be significant.

The predicted net increase in aquatic habitat availability is expected to be of a low magnitude. The
habitat created in the outlet channel is expected to be of limited suitability for most fish and wildlife
species given the wide potential range in velocity that will occur throughout the year. The outlet
channel will provide limited cover for rearing fish within the interstitial spaces of riprap at the
margins of the channel. These positive residual effects are not considered to be significant.

The anticipated changes in suitability of fish habitat include both positive and negative aspects, such
as the potential for both increased and decreased spawning habitat suitability in different areas. The
net effect of the changes is considered to be neutral, and the residual effect is not considered to be
significant.

Increased fish passage potential is expected to result in increased upstream distribution of fish. While
fish passage potential is expected to increase relative to the existing condition, passage will continue
to be impeded during periods of low natural discharge and may be only partially effective when the
outlet structure gates are closed and discharge in the outlet channel exceeds discharge in the
fishway. As a result, this effect is not considered to be significant.

Replacement of the water control structure will provide a continued ability to manage and maintain
water levels in Crooked Lake for recreation in the future. This is a necessary upgrade to ensure
continued operability of the structure. Although this positive effect is of high importance, the
alternative of allowing the structure to deteriorate is considered unacceptable and would not be
considered by the WSA; therefore, the residual effect was not considered to be significant.
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Table 6.4 Residual Effect Rating and Significance
o = o
c - c > | £ g
. .. q o 2 o o < =2 ©
Project Activity Residual Effect = ‘é i £ = = a &2
o w | &g | O & g 'e
= LT~ 3 g ] o0
(a] S O w (a] w -4 [7)
Permanent loss of floodplain
vegetation 20,200 m?. M L LT ¢ LT NS
Permanent loss of terrestrial
wildlife habitat of 20,200 m? N M L LT ¢ LT NS
Construction of Net increase in aquatic
replacement structure | habitat for wildlife of P L L LT C LT NS
and fishway 2,931 m?
Net increase in aquatic
habitat for fish of 2,931 m? P L L LT ¢ LT NS
Ch.ang.e.ln fish habitat Ne L L T c LT NS
suitability
. Increase in fish passage
(Eonstruct|on of the potential relative to existing P M R LT R ST NS
fishway .
condition
Replacement of water Continued ability to manage
P and maintain lake water levels P L R LT C ST NS
control structure .
for recreation

6.4 Cumulative Effects

The Project has been predicted to result in adverse residual effects on vegetation and wildlife habitat
and has the potential to interact cumulatively with other developments or activities in the region.
However, no specific projects or developments have been identified which are expected to result in

loss of riparian floodplain vegetation or wildlife habitat. Therefore, cumulative effects are not

anticipated.
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7 MONITORING

A construction monitoring program will be developed based on the standard practices employed by
the WSA and the province of Saskatchewan. These practices are outlined in contract document
specifications and various guideline documents, and form the basis for Contractor, Consultant, and
WSA responsibilities.

7.1  Pre-Construction Surveys

Prior to the commencement of construction activities, pre-construction surveys of vegetation and
wildlife will be conducted. The vegetation survey will document preconstruction conditions and note
the location of sensitive, listed, or weed species if present in the designated footprint of the Project.
A wildlife sweep may be conducted if works are expected to occur during the nesting or natal period
or during the open water period when frogs are active, based on consultation with MoE. A sweep
may be conducted to determine the presence of nests, dens, or sensitive wildlife species in the areas
to be disturbed. Should active nests or dens be suspected in the construction zone, a set-back will be
imposed around the active wildlife residence until such time as the activity of the wildlife has been
concluded. The set-back distances will be determined based on the species of wildlife identified,
guidelines provided by SKCDC and/or the Canadian Wildlife Service, and discussions with provincial
wildlife biologists.

It is recommended that these surveys be conducted by qualified biologists and, where appropriate,
summary reports be provided to regulatory agencies. In the event that sensitive habitats or species
are identified during these surveys, it is recommended that contact be made with regulatory agencies
and wildlife professionals to discuss and implement satisfactory mitigation measures.

7.2  Construction Monitoring

Construction monitoring will assess the effectiveness of mitigation measures during the proposed
works and identify the need for implementation of additional controls. The monitoring program will
be based on standard practices. The WSA’s designated on-site representative will provide quality
assurance during construction and will oversee Contractor implementation of the EPP and other
environmental management measures. During construction, the WSA’s on-site representative will be
responsible for:

= Confirming that the works are constructed in accordance with the contract documents,
regulatory commitments, and relevant specifications;

= Providing direction on environmental protection measures;

= Monitoring for the presence of northern leopard frog, loggerhead shrike, red-headed
woodpecker, short-eared owl and yellow rail;

= Supervising implementation of mitigation measures and the ESC plan;

= Liaising with the Contractor regarding potential concerns and required environmental
protection measure modifications; and
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= Conducting fish rescue within isolated instream work areas.

The WSA will ultimately be responsible for environmental monitoring during the construction phase
by ensuring that the delegated monitoring tasks are completed. The WSA will define the contract
requirements that specify the responsibilities of the Contractor and will provide feedback on any
environmental management issues raised. Construction monitoring could include additional
monitoring and reporting if work is ongoing during the fall/winter closure.

7.3 Post Construction Monitoring

It is recommended that a post construction monitoring program be instituted to assess the success of
revegetation of the exposed soils.
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8 DECOMMISSIONING AND RECLAMATION

8.1 Construction

During construction, the work area will be disturbed. The vegetation will be stripped, and the topsoil
will be stockpiled on site for reclamation. Areas disturbed by construction will be progressively
reclaimed to limit the spread of noxious weeds.

8.2 Decommissioning

The life expectancy of the Project is 100 years. At this time, there is no decommissioning plan for the
replacement structure. A plan will be developed and supported by regulatory approval if
decommissioning should be required.
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9 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

9.1 Stakeholders

As part of the Project, the WSA has engaged stakeholders that could potential be affected by the
replacement of the existing structure at Crooked Lake. The stakeholders identified included the

Crooked Lake Flood Committee, the R.M. of Grayson, and the Lower Qu’Appelle Watershed Stewards

Inc.

9.2 Record of Stakeholder Consultation

Stakeholder consultation conducted to date is summarized in Table 9.1.

Table 9.1 Record of Stakeholder Consultation
Date Stakeholder Activity Description of Activity
Presentation to describe the replace the Crooked Lake
Crooked Lake Flood . outlet structure.
Jul. 29, 2015 Committee Presentation Questions were answered during and after the
presentation.
Presentation to describe the replace the Crooked Lake
. outlet structure.
Aug. 27,2015 R.M. Grayson Presentation Questions were answered during and after the
presentation.
, Presentation to describe the replace the Crooked Lake
Lower Qu'Appelle outlet structure
Aug. 27, 2015 Watershed Stewards Presentation . ' .
Inc. Questlons' were answered during and after the
presentation.
Presentation by WSA and KCB describing the summary of
Jun. 8, 2016 Crooked La.ke Flood Presentation work c'ompleted to date and the details of the pre-design.
Committee Questions were answered during and after the
presentation.
Presentation by WSA and KCB describing the summary of
Jun. 8, 2016 R.M. Grayson Presentation work c.ompleted to date and the details of the pre-design.
Questions were answered during and after the
presentation.
Lower Qu'Appelle Presentation Lower Qu’Appelle Watershed Stewards Inc. declined
Jun. 8, 2016 Watershed Stewards . '
Inc. request presentation request.
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10 CONSULTATION WITH FIRST NATIONS

From the First Nation and Metis Consultation Policy Framework (CPF) August 2023: Government will
make best efforts to consult with First Nations and rights-bearing Métis communities whose
traditional territories coincide with the geographic area where an adverse impact may potentially
occur. Traditional territory refers to the geographic area within which First Nations and Métis people
historically exercised Aboriginal and Treaty rights and undertook traditional uses and continue to do
so today. There may be circumstances in which more than one First Nation and/or Métis community
must be consulted owing to overlapping traditional territories.

The Government of Saskatchewan recognizes the importance of building and maintaining strong
relationships with First Nations, Métis communities, and industry. These relationships are crucial for
the effective and meaningful fulfillment of Government’s duty to consult. Building and maintaining
these relationships requires ongoing contact, proactive communication, building trust, transparency,
building cultural competency in Government, and valuing the relationship in and of itself.

Ministries will make best efforts to meaningfully engage First Nation and Métis communities in
decision-making processes related to policies, programs and legislation that have the potential to
impact communities and where they may have an interest or where First Nations have jurisdiction
on-reserve.

Integrating the goals and aspirations of First Nation and Métis people in Saskatchewan is vital to
strengthening communities, reconciling relationships, and improving social and economic outcomes
for First Nations and Métis throughout the province.

Consultations are underway with Cowessess, Zagime Anishinabek, Khakewistahaw and Ochapowace
First Nations.

10.1 Record of First Nations Consultation

First Nations engagement was initiated in summer 2015. Meetings were held with the Cowessess and
Zagime Anishinabek (Sakimay) First Nations. Invitations to meet were sent to both Kahkewistahaw
and Ochapowace First Nations in 2015; however, no response was received, and meetings were not
conducted. Table 10.1provided below summarizes the consultation conducted through the design
phase of the Project. Copies of the pre-design and preliminary design presentations from 2016 are
provided in Appendix VIII.
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Table 10.1 Record of First Nations Consultation

Date Stakeholder Activity Description of Activity
. Presentation to describe the replace the Crooked Lake outlet
Jun. 18, Cowessess First .
. Presentation structure.
2015 Nation . . .
Questions were answered during and after the presentation.
. _ Presentation to describe the replace the Crooked Lake outlet
Aug. 4, Zagime Anishinabek . P
. . Presentation structure.
2015 First Nations . . .
Questions were answered during and after the presentation.
. L Presentation by WSA and KCB describing the summary of work
Zagime Anishinabek . . .
Jun. 9, 2016 . . Presentation completed to date and the details of the pre-design.
First Nations . . .
Questions were answered during and after the presentation.
. Presentation by WSA and KCB describing the summary of work
Jun. 16, Cowessess First . . .
. Presentation completed to date and the details of the pre-design.
2016 Nation . . .
Questions were answered during and after the presentation.
Sept. 7, Cowessess First . Presentation by WSA and KCB describing the summary of work
. Presentation . _ .
2016 Nation completed to date and the details of the Preliminary Design.
Sept. 10, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to discuss design and land
. Consultation . . .
2020 Nation ownership/access considerations.
Sept. 21, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to discuss design and land
. Consultation . . .
2020 Nation ownership/access considerations.
Oct. 29, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to discuss design and land
. Consultation . . .
2020 Nation ownership/access considerations.
Dec. 1, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to discuss design and land
. Consultation . . .
2020 Nation ownership/access considerations.
Jul. 22, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to confirm land access arrangements for
. Consultation
2022 Nation Stage 1 works.
Aug. 15, Cowessess First . Consultation meeting to confirm land access arrangements for
. Consultation
2022 Nation Stage 1 works.
March 24, Cowessess First . . . L .
. Consultation Land control discussion at ISC office in Regina.
2023 Nation
August 29, Cowessess First Consultation Band Council Resolution issued noting support for transfer of land
2023 Nation and redevelopment of the Crooked Lake Water Control Structure.
September Cowessess First . Verification sent by Cowessess First Nation that seed mixture is
. Consultation
22,2023 Nation acceptable.

Based on the anticipated potential for direct impacts on Cowessess First Nation land, significant
consultation was undertaken with the group to identify mitigation measures. A signed Band Council
Resolution was issued by Cowessess First Nation on August 29, 2023, that notes support for a
proposed transfer of land, along with the redevelopment of the Crooked Lake Water Control
Structure (Appendix VIII).
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11 CLOSING

We appreciate the opportunity to submit this report. Please contact Joel Hilderman at (306) 974-1520
if you have any questions or require further information.

KLOHN CRIPPEN BERGER LTD.

CoCCee,,

L0
e‘-"’;’\?ﬁ -':\0 SO0

Dustin Bailey, P.Biol.
Aquatic Biologist

Geotechnical Engineering 21481
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