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Home »  News » Alexander Creek, Crown Mountain Coal and Racehorse Pass Quarry

Recently I traveled up Alexander Creek to check out the proposed “Crown Mountain
Coking Coal Project” between Grave Lake and Racehorse Pass. Tucked up between
and behind Elkview and Line Creek mines, and adjacent to two recently acquired
private conservation lands, is a low ridge surrounded by jagged rocky mountain
peaks and the Continental Divide / BC Alberta Border. 

Here Jameson Resources / NWP Coal are proposing a large open pit coal mine.
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This ridge would be removed by the proposed Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project

Numerous studies have shown that Alexander Creek is one of the last best north-
south wildlife corridors in BC’s Southern Rockies,  and is important to wildlife
connectivity on a continental scale. It also conveniently connects to many critical
east-west corridors crossing over into Alberta. It’s lower reaches along Highway 3
were recently purchased as conservation lands by Teck because of their
importance to continental wildlife connectivity.
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Lower Alexander Creek on recently acquired Private Conservation Lands.

While this valley has seen forestry activity and some mineral exploration, it is
otherwise untouched. Because the waters are free of mine contaminants like
selenium, cadmium and nitrates, it could be a prime candidate for enhanced
selenium free trout habitat in the future.  Much of this area is already within an
Access Management Area (AMA) that restricts motorized vehicle use to protect the
high wildlife values.
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The view from Racehorse Pass

In a landscape that is already heavily stressed and fractured by resource extraction
activities, this is no place for a new mine.

Continuing up into Racehorse Pass towards Alberta, we find some amazing
untouched Rocky Mountain wilderness—low passes surrounded by huge peaks
straddling the continental divide.

Racehorse Pass. Alberta on the left, BC on the right. Future Limestone Quarry?
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Tweet

After further research, I found out that there is a proposal for a limestone quarry
on the BC side of Racehorse Pass Originally proposed to be accessed via a road
from Alberta.  This was turned down by the local governments in Alberta.  The
company is now proposing to access this quarry via an access road up Alexander
Creek, with 5 trucks an hour running 12 hours a day.

Take Action:  Send a message to the official public comment period on this
proposal.  Say NO to this quarry and YES to a WMA!

There is also another quarry proposed just south of Alexander Creek near Highway
3.

BBQ on the border. Crowsnest Mountain in the background.  This is directly on the
site of the proposed quarry.

Do you like this post?
38 people like this.Like

https://secure.wildsight.ca/act/quarry
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Home »  News » Chaos in the Elk Valley

Shortly following the approval of the Elk Valley Water Quality Plan (EVWQP) by the
BC government, several new mine proposals and mine expansions have reared
their heads in the Elk Valley.  It remains unclear how the objectives of reduced
water contaminants in the Elk River can be reached in the presence of new mines.
 The EVWQP was drafted by Teck and only takes into consideration Teck’s mining
plans. It doesn’t allow for any additional contaminants from other non-Teck mines.
 This means that any new mine would have to have absolutely zero impact on water
quality. Can this be achieved?

Sign the petition for a more balanced land use plan.

The proposition of new mines in the already stressed Elk Valley raises many
questions.  How can a mine promise that they would have zero impact on water
quality?  What would the impacts be to wildlife habitat and corridors? recreational

Chaos in the Elk Valley
by Ryland Nelson
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and hunting access? cumulative effects? socioeconomic impacts to our
communities?  

And to top it all off, two rock quarries have also been proposed in the Alexander
Creek drainage and a new forestry company plans to increase the cut rate on their
recently acquired private forest lands by up to 800%.

How can this much industrial resource extraction be entertained in one watershed?
 The answer is the grossly unbalanced Southern Rocky Mountain Management plan
(SRMMP) that guides land use in this region.  It not only says that all of the land in
BC's Southern Rockies is open to mineral exploration, it further states that mining is
valued more than anything else.

Objective 3.1.1 

All lands in the plan area displayed as “land open to mining” in
Map B.3.1.1 are available for mineral exploration and
development, subject to existing legislation. 

Objective 3.1.2

Management intent and objectives for other resource values in the SRMMP (including,
but not limited to, old-growth, connectivity, ungulate winter range, riparian, visual
landscapes and recreation) will not preclude application for, or approval of, mining
activities anywhere in the lands referred to in Objective 3.1.1 

 

To summarize the proposals and expansions:

 

Active New Mine Proposals

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/flathead/pages/140/attachments/original/1427213677/SRMMP_Mining_ac.jpg
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Coal Mountain Phase 2—a new mine
southeast of Hosmer in the Maarten
Wheeler Ridge Area 

The Loop Ridge proposal by CanAus in
Michel Creek near Highway 3 and the
Corbin Road

Crown Mountain proposal in upper
Alexander Creek.

Planned Mine Expansions

There are four planned mine expansions at
existing Teck operations: Fording River, Line Creek, Greenhills and Elkview 

Upcoming Mine Proposals/Exploration Projects

Centermount/Bingay North of Elkford

Crowsnest Pass Coal Mining/ Coal Creek

CanAus/ Tent Mountain / Michel Head

Click the photo on the right for a larger view. 

With an additional two new rock quarries in the Elk Valley and one in the Flathead
River Valley.

It's not difficult to see that this land use plan is highly unbalanced. 

Sign the petition for a more balanced land use plan.

Do you like this post?

http://www.flathead.ca/petition
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/flathead/pages/140/attachments/original/1427213858/Chaos_in_the_Elk_Valley.jpg


04/05/2015 Chaos in the Elk Valley  Flathead Wild

http://www.flathead.ca/chaos_in_the_elk_valley?utm_campaign=spring_enews&utm_medium=email&utm_source=flathead 4/6

Tweet

…
164 people like this.Like

Be the first to comment

Sign in with

  Facebook

  Twitter

Or sign in with email

Email Address

Password

Remember me

POST YOUR COMMENT

or Create an account

…

http://flathead.nationbuilder.com/users/facebook/connect?page_id=140&scope=public_profile%2Cemail
http://www.flathead.ca/users/twitter/connect?page_id=140


04/05/2015 Chaos in the Elk Valley  Flathead Wild

http://www.flathead.ca/chaos_in_the_elk_valley?utm_campaign=spring_enews&utm_medium=email&utm_source=flathead 5/6

  Sign in with Facebook

  Sign in with Twitter

  Sign in with Email

Email address JOIN

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

TAKE ACTION

The Flathead Wild Campaign is supported by The Canadian Parks & Wilderness
Society, Headwaters Montana,
National Parks Conservation Association,Sierra Club BC, Wildsight, and Yellowstone
to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Powered by people like you

         

  

http://cpawsbc.org/campaigns/terrestrial/flathead.php
http://www.headwatersmontana.org/
http://www.flathead.ca/volunteer
http://twitter.com/flatheadwild
http://flathead.nationbuilder.com/donate
http://www.flathead.ca/news.rss
http://www.flathead.ca/users/twitter/connect?page_id=140
https://www.facebook.com/flatheadwild
http://flathead.nationbuilder.com/users/facebook/connect?page_id=140&scope=public_profile%2Cemail
http://www.sierraclub.bc.ca/flathead-river-valley
http://www.y2y.net/
http://www.flathead.ca/login
http://www.wildsight.ca/programs/southern-rockies
http://www.npca.org/northernrockies/glacierendangered/
http://www.flathead.ca/petition


04/05/2015 Chaos in the Elk Valley  Flathead Wild

http://www.flathead.ca/chaos_in_the_elk_valley?utm_campaign=spring_enews&utm_medium=email&utm_source=flathead 6/6

Sign in with Facebook, Twitter or email. Created with NationBuilder

Follow @flatheadwild

Like

http://flathead.nationbuilder.com/users/facebook/connect?page_id=140&scope=public_profile%2Cemail
http://www.flathead.ca/login
http://www.flathead.ca/users/twitter/connect?page_id=140
http://nationbuilder.com/

















