
From: Paul scout 109
Sent: November 5, 2018 8:15 PM 
To: Grassy Mountain (CEAA/ACEE) <ceaa.grassymountain.acee@canada.ca> 
Subject: Grassy Mountain Coal Project  

 

I thank you for this heads up, the volume of information and presentations is enormous.  
 
However lingering questions still remain. 
 
Given the volume of water used in the process, has the return projected return to the 
atmosphere been taken into account?? TECK mines are presently generating their own micro 
climate year round, which is throwing Environment Canada's weather forecast into the garbage 
can for the last 30+ years. Snow, rain, and yes wind forecasts and models do not reflect the 
local weather conditions here. Hence, any concerns about blowing dust can be very easily 
confirmed, or dismissed by accessing the Environment Canada website, then going to 
Crowsnest Pass, finally historical weather. Rarely has the Crowsnest Pass, ever had wind gusts 
above 100kmph, and asking my family of 5 generations, no tornado has ever touched down 
given our altitude! 
 
As for the wood pecker and other wild life, please consult the NEW Castle Crown provincial park 
boundary which prohibits logging and  protects the log standing forests. Now if Riversdale 
Resources wants to plant trees as a wind break to the west and south west, I think that would 
reflect positively on their commitment to global warming reduction.  
 
Looking at the maps etc, I encourage Riversdale Resources to set up a larger clean water 
reservoir to take into account possible warmer then expected summers, on site and possibly 
funding the Chinook lake dam being raised 10m, thus providing a constant source of water into 
the Crowsnest River, and with the increased humidity of the lake, adding another source for 
rain and snow cloud formations to occur, as well as providing a bonus for the tourist traffic. No 
consideration is given to the new provincial parks to the North East presently under review on 
the Waldern ranch and coop sites as well as other ranches the Province of Alberta is presently 
in negotiations with. Nor the expansion of Chinook Lake Provincial Recreation area and what 
the impact on this projects it will have. 
 
 
I found it hard to find any information about the twinning of highway 3, which would pull it 
south west of the .load out, which would allow for a sound barrier to be constructed between 
Blairmore and the mine load out. Adequately forested, this would also help with sound 
reduction, dust control and public viewing of the operation. 
 
Selenium, TECK resources is presently addressing this issue with a filtration and aeration 
process that I hope will be adopted.    
 

<email address removed>



Local impact, I have seen my property taxes go from $500 a year in 2011 to $1050 in 2018, 
municipal services go for $37 every other month in 2011 to $90 a month in 2018. The level in 
unemployment in the Crowsnest Pass can be verified easily with a call to the Canadian 
Employment office, that only operates once a month!! Any idea how hard it is to find work in a 
situation where there is over 70% unemployment??? With the mine and spin off business 
growth, finally people who aren't called to work for TECK Resources will have a reason to 
remain here. Another issue is the pass being closed do to the heavy snow fall, thus forcing 
people to move into BC, reducing the available tax base for Alberta. 
 
 
Paul Schepella 
Local resident, 5th Generation Crowsnest Pass.  
Former Ab511 consultant 
One the Castle Crown association. 
 




