
Grassy Mountain Coal Project Joint Review Panel 

c/o Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency – 160 Elgin Street, 22nd floor, Ottawa ON K1A 0H3 
Email: CEAA.GrassyMountain.ACEE@ceaa.gc.ca 

January 3, 2019 

By e-mail only 

Tsuut’ina Nation TUS Consultation 

Attention: Violet M. Meguinis  

 

 

Subject: Request for Extension - Tsuut’ina Nation  

Dear Ms. Meguinis: 

The Joint Review Panel (the Panel) has reviewed your letters received on December 7, 

2018 and December 18, 2018 via e-mail, requesting an extension until February 4, 2019 

for Tsuut’ina Nation to submit comments and documentation as part of the public 

comment period for the Grassy Mountain Coal Project (the Project). In addition, the 

Panel has reviewed Benga’s December 21st e-mail response related to Tsuut’ina’s 

request.  

The Panel has decided not to extend the deadline for public comments. The purpose of 

the public comment period is to assist the Panel in making a procedural decision 

concerning the sufficiency of information to proceed to a hearing. At this point, the Panel 

is not making any decision(s) that will prevent a group or individual from filing a 

submission or raising specific concerns respecting the Project in the future. In addition, 

the January 21, 2019 deadline for providing comments on the adequacy of the 

information provided by Benga Mining was announced on November 5, 2018 and 

provided 77 days for individuals or groups to prepare and submit their comments. The 

comment period established by the Panel was longer than the 60 days required by the 

Joint Review Panel Agreement to account for the fact that the comment period extended 

over the December holiday period.    

In treating requests for exceptions to filing deadlines, the Panel must measure the 

impact of the request on the Joint Review Panel process and on others participating in 

the process. The Panel values the participation of Indigenous groups, and understands 

that the input of their technical advisors, elders and community plays an important role in 

the review of the Project. However, in this instance Tsuut’ina has not provided sufficient 

justification to demonstrate why this could not be accommodated within the comment 

period. As a result, the Panel is not persuaded that the extension is warranted or that it 

can be given without negatively affecting the process as a whole or the interests of the 

applicant and other groups and individuals taking an interest in the process.  
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Notwithstanding its decision on the extension request, the Panel remains committed to 

considering any submissions provided. The Panel is mandated to take into account any 

community knowledge and Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge received during the 

environmental assessment. The Panel is also mandated to provide for the public review 

of and comment on any additional information it receives. 

The Panel notes that your first letter was addressed to Mr. Benoit Lacasse, the Crown 

Consultation Coordinator at the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the 

Agency), and the second one was addressed to the Panel but sent to the Crown 

Consultation Team at the Agency. The Crown Consultation Coordinator is focused on 

the Government of Canada’s consultation efforts and is not part of the Joint Review 

Panel secretariat. In the future, please send correspondence intended for the Panel to 

Tracy Utting, Acting Panel Manager at CEAA.GrassyMountain.ACEE@ceaa.gc.ca.  

 

Yours truly, 

 

Alex Bolton 
Chair, Joint Review Panel 
 
c.c.: Norine Saddleback, Director, Tsuut’ina Nation T.U.S. Consultation 
 Tanis Onespot, TTN Lands PLO 
 Vincent Crowchild, TTN Councillor 
 Lyle Dodginghorse, TTN Councillor 

Benoit Lacasse, Crown Consultation Coordinator, Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency 
Martin Ignasiak, Partner Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP on behalf of Benga Mining Limited  

 
  

<Original signed by>




