
From: Rae <email address removed>  
Sent: January 8, 2019 3:47 PM 
To: Grassy Mountain (CEAA/ACEE) <ceaa.grassymountain.acee@canada.ca> 
Subject: Grassy Mountain Coal Project 80101 Letter of Concern 
 
                                                       John & Rae Redekopp 
<personal information removed> 
 
January 7, 2019 
 
Joint Review Panel 
Grassy Mountain Coal Project 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry #80101 
 
Dear Panel: 
 
Further to our previous letters regarding this project, here is a synopsis of our current and ongoing 
concerns with the Grassy Mountain Coal Project. 
 
AIR QUALITY 
 
In Benga’s Environmental Impact Statement, item 1.4.2, Benga proposes an ambient air quality 
monitoring program designed to document potential fugitive dust.   Our concern is that details of this 
monitoring program have not been disclosed and further, they do not detail what they will do if we find 
our snow turning black and coal dust on our windows.   Given the Crowsnest Pass’s reputation of high 
wind speeds (example:  December 31, 2018, the wind speed was 181 km/hour; January 2, 2019 wind 
speed 120 km/hour; January 3, 2019 – wind speed 150 km/hour; January 4, 2019 – wind speed 120 
km/hour), we feel Benga has not addressed this issue in this area.  We don’t believe Benga has ever 
considered these kind of wind speeds in relation to their project.  Further, if Benga does, however, come 
up with a monitoring program, who then monitors Benga?    
 
NOISE 
 
E.2.5 – Mitigation & Monitoring 
Benga claims that the noise from trucks, back up beepers, is the biggest issue and they have addressed 
this via installing Berms to absorb some of this noise.   Our concern is more about the blasting – they 
claim this will happen only on weekdays.   This doesn’t address the problem.  We are 2 km south of the 
mine as the crow flies and the effects of the blasting need to be addressed.   The noise from the load out 
hasn’t been addressed either and will affect Main Street businesses in Blairmore and the Hospital. 
 
TOURISM 
 
Benga claims there are no National or Provincial Parks nearby, but Castle Parks is very close to the 
Crowsnest Pass and in fact borders much of this area.   This is a new Provincial Park.  Has this recently 
been taken in to consideration? 
 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
 



Benga’s statistics on the population are stale dated and in fact are stats from 2011.   In the last 3 years 
real estate units sold in this area have increased each year (WITHOUT the mine).  As everyone knows, 
where real estate is concerned ‘location’ is king.   And when we talk about location, this subject 
encompasses air quality, water quality and effects of noise.   All these incredibly important factors have 
a huge bearing when the public are making real estate buying decisions.  Benga’s statement at E.5.3.1 
state that the mine ‘should have no impact’ on property value.   We beg to differ. 
 
WATER 
 
Benga requesting that the Municipality of Crowsnest Pass temporarily transfer the water license to 
Benga Mining is a frightening proposition.   It does not ensure the ” Preservation of the Rights of other 
water users”.    Water is a very precious commodity world wide.   Selenium contamination from coal 
mines is a well known problem (as is evidenced by Teck Coal spending millions of dollars trying to 
correct the Selenium problem in the Elk River and tributaries in Sparwood, BC , and have yet to be 
successful).  We would like Benga to specifically state that they will guarantee that Selenium won’t 
contaminate the creeks and rivers that surround the Crowsnest Pass, destroying our world class fishing 
habitat as well as stating what their plan is if our residential wells are negatively affected by their 
operation. 
 
Recently, our Municipal Council passed a motion that “administration draft a letter to Teck Coal 
regarding concerns of coal residue on our streets and to request that contractors and employees wash 
their trucks before entering the Crowsnest Pass community”.  The concern here being that the coal from 
mine vehicles gets washed into our sewer system and into our waterways.   Does Benga have a plan in 
place to deal with company and staff vehicles? 
 
In conclusion, Benga has infiltrated this community by having some of their executive on various 
influential boards and while there is no restriction on who can apply for these boards, we do not feel 
this act of volunteering comes from the right place and in some cases is a complete conflict of 
interest.  Example:  offering to provide funding for an Economic Development Officer.   
 
Given their missteps in Mozambique when they sold a completely worthless project to Rio Tinto, we 
distrust them wholeheartedly and question their motivation.    
 
This mine proposal is too close to our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John and Rae Redekopp 
 
 
 
 


