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"Letter of Support": 

With regards to the Grassy Mountain Project I would like to share my qualified opinion on 

this proposals viability and its ability to mitigate any negative impacts. For over thirty years I 

was employed as a mining technician at Teck Operations in the Elk Valley, specifically at Line 

Creek Mine which has successfully operated within strict environmental guidelines and 

permits since 1981. 

During that time I worked in all capacities within the engineering staff including a stint in 

their environmental department. I therefore consider myself somewhat qualified to comment 

on whether Teck’s existing mining operations are successfully mitigating and minimizing 

their impacts on community and the environment. I have seen first-hand the degree of 

monitoring and preventative measures taken with regards to air and water quality, wildlife 

protection and habitat restoration and enhancement. Dust suppression, ongoing wildlife 

studies, stream monitoring and lately the huge selenium reduction commitment shown by Teck 

speaks to their obligation to conduct their business in a safe manner while minimizing their 

impact.  

Having said all this I can also say that I have studied in depth the submitted  EIA report by 

Benga Mining and found it comprehensive and all encompassing with regards to the proposed 

mine. I have in the past reviewed similar documents relating to Teck Coal’s applications  for 

other coal mines in the Elk Valley such as the Baldy Ridge Extension Project and the Line 

Creek Phase 2 Extension Project.  
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Given the remote location of the actual mine and preparation plant and Benga’s plan to 

minimize exposure of the community to its loadout operation, it appears, to my mind, that this 

mine could proceed while having fairly minimal impact to the communities nearby.  

The Crowsnest Pass is struggling to remain viable with no industrial tax base, forcing its 

council  to make hard decisions with regards to  maintaining its infrastructure and quality of 

life here. Elk Valley communities are successfully operating and thriving partially because of 

the tax revenue (tax sharing process) generated by the mines. The obvious benefits here in the 

Crowsnest Pass for this project are numerous and include housing developments, increased 

school numbers, stronger local economies, guaranteed industrial tax base to build budgets 

from and growth of support contractors for the mine which will be numerous and varied.  

The impact on real estate here I feel will be in the positive not negative as the community 

strengthens itself and provides a better living environment with its broadened tax base. 

Employment opportunities will further enhance the attractiveness to outsiders of coming to 

live and work in the Crowsnest Pass. One can envision the reopening of now shuttered stores, 

a new industrial service area development for sub contractors and a growth in population. 

In closing with all things considered I believe that the Grassy Mountain project should be 

issued a permit to proceed with its comprehensive plan for the mining and future reclamation 

of the Grassy Mine deposit.  

 

Yours truly 

John Kinnear 

 

 

  


