
Grassy Mountain Coal Project Joint Review Panel 

c/o Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency – 160 Elgin Street, 22nd floor, Ottawa ON K1A 0H3 
Email: CEAA.GrassyMountain.ACEE@canada.ca 

 

January 18, 2019 

By e-mail only 

Melanie Daniels 

Consultation Coordinator 

Louis Bull Tribe 
 
 
Subject: Grassy Mountain Coal Project: Extension Request of the Public Comment 

Period 
 

 

Dear Ms. Daniels: 

The Joint Review Panel (the Panel) has received the Louis Bull Tribe email dated 

January 16, 2019 requesting an extension until February 15, 2019 to submit comments and 

documentation as part of the public comment period for the Grassy Mountain Coal Project. The 

Panel has also received Louis Bull Tribe’s further email dated January 17, 2019 providing 

explanation with respect to use of Treaty 6 area and the Castle Mountain, Livingston, and 

Porcupine hills. The Panel understands that the Louis Bull Tribe has applied to the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Agency’s Participant Funding Program and is awaiting confirmation 

of funding approval (CEAR #147). In addition, the Panel has reviewed Benga’s January 17, 2019 

email response related to this request.  

The Panel has decided not to extend the deadline for public comments for Louis Bull Tribe. The 

purpose of the public comment period is to assist the Panel in making a procedural decision 

concerning the sufficiency of information to proceed to a hearing. At this point, the Panel is not 

making any decision(s) that will prevent a group or individual from filing a submission or raising 

specific concerns respecting the Project in the future.  

In treating requests for exceptions to filing deadlines, the Panel must measure the impact of the 

request on the Joint Review Panel process and on others participating in the process. The Panel 

values the participation of Indigenous groups, however, in this instance Louis Bull Tribe has not 

provided sufficient justification to demonstrate why an extension is necessary. In addition, the 

Panel has no certainty as to if or when participant funding might be awarded by the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Agency and does not want to delay the process as a whole as a result.   

Notwithstanding its decision on the extension request, the Panel remains committed to 

considering any submissions provided. The Panel notes that it is mandated to take into account 
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any community knowledge and Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge received during the 

environmental assessment. It is also mandated to take into account information on the manner in 

which the Project may adversely impact asserted or established Aboriginal or Treaty rights as 

described by Indigenous groups or peoples, the proponent, government bodies, the public and 

other interested parties including any measures that may reduce or avoid potential impacts to 

asserted or established Aboriginal or Treaty rights. All parties may file this type of information, 

and other evidence, at any time up until the deadline to file hearing submissions, to be established 

at a future date by the Panel. The Panel is also mandated to provide for the public review of and 

comment on any additional information it receives. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, you are encouraged to contact Tracy Utting, 

Acting Panel Manager at CEAA.GrassyMountain.ACEE@canada.ca. 

 

Yours truly, 

 
 
Alex Bolton 
Chair, Joint Review Panel 
 
 
cc. Benoit Lacasse, Crown Consultation Coordinator, Canadian Environmental Assessment 

Agency 
Martin Ignasiak, Partner Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP on behalf of Benga Mining

 Limited 
Mike Bartlett, Senior Project Manager, Millenium EMS Solutions Ltd.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

<Original signed by>




