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Seriously, this should be a non-starter. 

There is no market for this technology, anywhere in the world, least of all in Canada. At best, the SMR 
market is predicted to be 150 billion dollars by 2040. AT that rate and the cost to manufacture and sell 
this stuff, that is no market at all. It's not an Uber, Google or amazon, it's peanuts. 

Most companies that have looked into doing business in SMR are now bankrupt and have wrapped up 
operations, more than 90% of them in business within the last three years are now gone into business 
wanna be history. 

Not one single company has put up any money to get into the SMR business, all of them want a 
government to fund them. Here we have a faltering  American business struggling to get the Canadian 
Tax payer to invest in seventeenth century technology. Let's not try to kid anyone here, this toxic dirty 
technology is more aptly known as a STEAM ENGINE, nothing more. Westinghouse (Fukushima Disaster) 
was struggling to invest in SMR technology, and they have huge financial backers and they made a 
strategic decision to invest in a growth business (possibly over 5 trillion dollars by 2040), 
decommissioning nuclear power plants. 

Section 6.1.2 talks of Hydrology and clearly identifies that all the water on the site directly or indirectly 
empties into the Ottawa River, a fresh water source for more than 3 million Canadians today and by the 
time this project were to be running, more than 4 million Canadians. Imagine, all those people being told 
to abandon their homes, villages, towns and cities to move somewhere else that is not contaminated 
with toxic nuclear waste. AT the flow rates listed, a toxic spill would be sucked up into the Ottawa water 
treatment system within days and thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of people would be 
radioactively contaminated. 

There is no active plan and no active site in all of Canada to deal with toxic nuclear waste, NONE! The 
last thing we need to do is promote the production of nuclear waste. 

The point of your project is to prototype unproven nuclear related technologies that would result in the 
proliferation of unprotected nuclear power plant installations all across northern indigenous 
communities. Nuclear fuels in this breeder reactor would easily be stolen by terrorist in 2030 and result 
in the detonation of dirty bombs throughout the world. The small number of northern communities with 
water filtration do not have the expertise to keep the filtration ssytems running continuously and the 
federal government doesn't have the political will to finance the ongoing maintenance and operation of 
the Water filtration systems. Further, the federal government does not have the political will to build 
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more water filtration systems for more communities. As a result, who in their right mind could even 
begin to think the federal government will build SMRs in northern communities, would supply people to 
build, install, manage, repair these SMRs and deal with the toxic nuclear waste after the systems die. 

Clearly, what at first sounds like a bonny good idea is a folly of gigantic proportions. 

For the money that may be invested in this folly, I could put windmills, solar panels and liquid metal 
batteries in all of these communities and not saddle them with a gigantic toxic nuclear waste 
manufacturing STEAM ENGINE. I could give all those northern communities better, cleaner modern 
power for hundreds of millions of dollars, not billions. 

Please, please, please, "Do the right thing", for all Canadians and shut this project down, it is not 
economically viable and will only server to suck funding from much better and realistic solutions. 

Regards, Richard Tomkins 

 


