




 National Parks (NP) 

and National Park Reserves 
(NPR) 

National Marine Conservation 
Areas (NMCA) Indigenous Protected and 

Conserved Areas (IPCA) 

 

Lead 

Department Parks Canada Parks Canada NA 

 

Legislative 

Authority 

Canada National Parks Act (CNPA) Canada National Marine Conservation 

Area Act  

Not currently defined in federal 

legislation; range of Indigenous-led 

approaches. 

 

 

Method of 

Establishment 

Legislative Process or Order in Council 

(OIC) and Parliamentary Review 

Legislative Process or Order in Council 

(OIC) and Parliamentary Review 

Through the use of Indigenous laws, 

governance, and knowledge systems 

Can be established without a federal 

conservation tool 



 

Length of 

Establishment 

Process 

5-12 years to implement; protection is 

permanent. 

5-12 years to implement; protection is 

permanent and flexible. 

 

 

Purpose 

To protect and present representative 

examples of natural and cultural 

landscapes that occur in each of 

Canada’s 39 natural regions, as 

identified in the National Parks System 

Plan; to foster public understanding, 

appreciation and enjoyment in ways 

that ensure ecological and 

commemorative integrity for present 

and future generations. 

To protect and conserve representative 

marine areas for the benefit, 

education, and enjoyment of 

Canadians. NMCAs protect marine 

ecosystems and biodiversity, conserve 

cultural heritage, manage use in an 

ecologically sustainable manner, 

support Indigenous leadership, create 

enjoyable experiences for visitors, 

promote awareness and understanding 

among Canadians, and provide benefits 

for Indigenous peoples and coastal 

communities. 

Lands and waters where Indigenous 

peoples and governments have a 

primary role in protecting and 

conserving ecosystems through the 

use of Indigenous laws, governance, 

and knowledge systems 

 

Protection 

Applies to land and freshwater, 

including shorelines and wetlands. 

Applies to oceans, lakes, ice, wetlands, 

estuaries, and other coastal lands. 
 



Method to 
achieve 
shared 

conservation 
goals with 
partners 

Parks Canada assesses the feasibility 
and desirability of establishing 
candidate national parks in 
collaboration with implicated 
provincial, territorial, and Indigenous 
governing bodies. To advance both the 
establishment and future management 
of candidate sites, Parks Canada 
negotiates and enters into agreements 
with Indigenous governing bodies, 
provinces and territories, and other 
partners. These collaborative processes 
support conservation and protection 
goals by ensuring shared decision-
making, bringing a diversity of 
knowledge, and fostering long-term 
stewardship through formalized 
partnerships. Parks Canada consults 
with many stakeholders, including 
environmental groups and local 
communities as part of the feasibility 
assessment process.   

Parks Canada assesses the feasibility 
and desirability of establishing 
candidate National Marine 
Conservation Areas (NMCAs) in 
collaboration with implicated 
provincial, territorial, and Indigenous 
governing bodies. To advance both the 
establishment and future management 
of candidate NMCAs, Parks Canada 
negotiates and enters into agreements 
with other federal departments, 
provinces and territories, local 
communities and Indigenous governing 
bodies. These collaborative processes 
support conservation and protection 
goals by ensuring shared decision-
making, bringing a diversity of 
knowledge, and fostering long-term 
stewardship through formalized 
partnerships. Parks Canada consults 
with many stakeholders and industry 
groups which include environmental 
groups as part of the feasibility 
assessment process.  Further 
information can be found in the Policy 
on the Establishment and Management 
of NMCA Areas, found at: 
https://parks.canada.ca/amnc-
nmca/gestion-management/politique-
policy-2022 

 

Note: The final row of this table addresses part (b) of Request 9, while the remaining rows address part (a). 


