Ontario Region Région de I'Ontario
600-55 York Street 600-55, rue York
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August 18, 2023 Sent by email

Correspondence to Federal Review Team

Adam Schjott, Innovation, Science and Economic Development

Aime DiMatteo, FedNor

Chad Aramburo, Indigenous Services Canada

Chantal Roberge, Health Canada

Dale Gration, Environment and Climate Change Canada

Denise Gareau, Women and Gender Equality Canada

Fariya Syed, Infrastructure Canada

Jennifer Mercer, Indigenous Services Canada — First Nations and Inuit Health Branch
Peter Unger, Natural Resources Canada

Sarah Strapps, Employment and Social Development Canada

Thomas Hoggarth, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Tonina Simeone, Indigenous Services Canada — Lands and Economic Development
Vera Haslett, Transport Canada

Dear Colleagues:

Subject: Notice of Commencement of the Impact Assessment for the Northern
Road Link Project

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the Agency) is writing to inform you of
the commencement of the impact statement phase for the Northern Road Link Project
(the Project) under the Impact Assessment Act. The following documents were posted
on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry website! (Registry #84331) and will
inform the impact assessment process:

¢ Notice of Commencement

e Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines (the Guidelines)
¢ Public Participation Plan

¢ Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan

e Cooperation Plan

e Permitting Plan

Thank you for your comments on the draft Guidelines and Permitting Plan.
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! Canadian Impact Assessment Registry website: https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/84331




2.

The Agency is of the view that the Project does not warrant a referral to a review panel,
after considering the factors in subsection 36(2) of the Impact Assessment Act.

Please note that the Minister of Environment and Climate Change has until 45 days
after the Notice of Commencement to make a final determination on whether to refer
the impact assessment to a review panel.

The Project is now in the impact statement phase. The Agency must be satisfied that
Marten Falls First Nation and Webequie First Nation (the Proponent) provided all the
required information and studies for the impact assessment set out in the Guidelines
within three years of the Notice of Commencement. During this phase of the
assessment process, the Agency may request that your department or agency:

o participate in Indigenous consultation and public participation activities;
« provide expert information or knowledge;

o participate in technical discussions with the Proponent and review interim
technical information; and

e review the Proponent’s Impact Statement.

The Agency will keep your staff informed of the relevant timelines for each process
step as they occur. Within three months of the posting of the Notice of
Commencement, the Proponent is expected to provide the Agency with a workplan for
the impact statement phase of the Project which the Agency will share with your staff.

Your department or agency is invited to start considering potential complementary
measures available for the Government of Canada, such as programs or activities, to
help manage effects that are outside the direct care and control of the Proponent or to
support a broader federal objective. The Minister’s decision regarding whether the
adverse effects of the Project are in the public interest would consider complementary
measures.
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If there are any questions, please have your staff contact Ely Weisbrot, Acting Project
Manager, by email at NorthernRoad-RouteDuNord@iaac-aeic.gc.ca.

Sincerely,

<Original signed by>

Amy Sen
Acting Director

C.C.:

Amandeep Chohan, Employment and Social Development Canada

Anik Guertin, Indigenous Services Canada — Lands and Economic Development
Brent Lundy, FedNor

Brianna Wyn, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Dan McDonell, Environment and Climate Change Canada

Carsten Slama, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Cathy Grimes, Employment and Social Development Canada

Christina Clarke, Natural Resources Canada

Dae Lee Young, Health Canada

David Zeit, Transport Canada

Deborah Campbell, Infrastructure Canada

Debra Nkusi, Indigenous Services Canada — First Nations and Inuit Health Branch
Doris Odijick, Indigenous Services Canada — Lands and Economic Development
Jan Triska, Indigenous Services Canada — Lands and Economic Development
Jason Maurice, Employment and Social Development Canada

Jessica Bialek, Women and Gender Equality Canada

Julia Gregory, Indigenous Services Canada

Kelsey Lucyk, Public Health Agency of Canada

Kitty Ma, Health Canada

Linda Beaulieu, Transport Canada

Maria Brydon, Transport Canada

Megan Kirby, Women and Gender Equality Canada

Robert Clavering, Environment and Climate Change Canada

Tara Schweitzer, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Tracey Forsyth, FedNor

Umme Akhtar, Health Canada

Venita Harry, Environment and Climate Change Canada

Wesley Plant, Environment and Climate Change Canada





