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SUMMARY OF ISSUES – Aspen Power Stafion Project 

This document provides a high-level summary of issues submifted to the Impact Assessment Agency of 

Canada (the Agency) about the Aspen Power Stafion Project (the Project) during the comment period on 

the Summary of the Inifial Project Descripfion, submifted by Saskatchewan Power Corporafion (the 

Proponent). The issues highlight informafion that support decision making by the Agency on whether an 

impact assessment is required under secfion 16 of the Impact Assessment Act and — if an assessment is 

required — inform the tailoring of planning phase documents. Original submissions are online, on the 

Canadian Impact Assessment Registry Internet site for the Project (Reference Number 84525).  

The Proponent must provide the Agency with their response to the Summary of Issues that details how 

they intend to address the issues, and the Detailed Project Descripfion. The Detailed Project Descripfion 

must contain the informafion from the Inifial Project Descripfion with new informafion integrated 

throughout the main body of the document as appropriate to respond to the issues raised. This will 

facilitate understanding by assessment parficipants, including Indigenous groups and public groups, 

federal authorifies, provincial ministries and municipalifies. 

Issue   

Fish and Fish Habitat 

Need for informafion on how the proposed water withdrawal during project operafion may affect fish 
and fish habitat at the water source and related water bodies, and how these effects will be 
addressed. 

Clarify potenfial effects to fish and fish habitat in relafion to the natural gas supply pipeline and how 
these effects will be addressed.  

Migratory Birds, Other Birds and Their Habitats 

Potenfial for effects to migratory birds during all project phases, and corresponding obligafions 
stemming from the Migratory Birds Convenfion Act, 1994 and its regulafions. 

Potenfial effects to migratory birds from the Project related to road construcfion, increased traffic, 
sensory disturbances, linear disturbances, and the need for informafion on sources of sensory 
disturbances, migratory paths, monitoring, and how potenfial effects will be addressed. 

Clarify how and when vegetafion clearing will be conducted. 

Species at Risk, Terrestrial Wildlife and Their Habitats 

Need for informafion related to the potenfial presence of Western Tiger Salamander and Northern 
Leopard Frog in the project area, their potenfial use of the stormwater pond, and idenfificafion of 
mifigafion measures to address effects. 

Comment regarding potenfial project effects to species at risk such as sensory disturbances, and how 
potenfial effects will be addressed. 

Need for informafion related to the potenfial presence of Whooping Crane, Baird's sparrow, Sprague's 
pipit and other grassland nesfing birds in the project area, potenfial effects to these species, and 
idenfificafion of mifigafion measures to address effects. 

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Describe the Project's resilience to future climate change, and where relevant, how it is considered in 
project design. 

Clarify the Project's greenhouse gas emissions and contribufion to climate change with considerafion 
of the Strategic Assessment of Climate Change and the Government of Canada’s long-term goal to 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Provide a descripfion of the planned mifigafion measures, 
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technologies, and best pracfices to be applied, including measures being considered to reduce the 
Project’s greenhouse gas emissions on an ongoing basis. 

Comment related to broadening the considerafion of components in the effects assessment in relafion 
to greenhouse gas emissions. 

Concern regarding long-term investments in fossil fuel electricity generafion and carbon emissions.  

Need for fuel consumpfion esfimates for different capacity scenarios including details on simple cycle 
generafion scenarios and greenhouse gas implicafions. 

Clarify units and scope of the Project's emissions esfimates. 

Need for addifional informafion on project greenhouse gas emissions esfimates, including emissions 
from land-use change. 

Indigenous Peoples' Spiritual, Physical, and Cultural Heritage 

Comment on adequacy of archaeological study and potenfial project effects to archaeological, physical 
and cultural heritage resources. 

Indigenous Peoples' Current Use of Lands and Resources for Tradifional Purposes 

Clarify potenfial or perceived project effects to wildlife and vegetafion, corresponding potenfial effects 
to tradifional food sources and food security of Indigenous groups, and how these effects will be 
addressed. 

Clarify land use by Indigenous groups, including locafions, and whether and how access to tradifional 
land may be affected by the Project. 

Indigenous Engagement and Consultafion 

Need for meaningful engagement with Indigenous groups, clarity on engagement that has taken place, 
and any updates to informafion on engagement and pending engagement.  Include health or specific 
determinants of health-related issues raised by each Indigenous group, and proposed measures to 
mifigate any issues raised by the community members. 

Health Condifions of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Peoples 

Need for the locafion of sensifive receptors (e.g., hospitals, schools, refirement complexes, assisted 
care homes) and tradifional land use when idenfifying potenfial project-related air quality impacts on 
human health. 

Clarify potenfial surface water and groundwater quality changes from the Project, including 
considerafion on how Indigenous Peoples consume water, and effects on human health. 

Use of Health Canada guidance documents when assessing the health effects of projects. 

Need for informafion on country foods used by Indigenous Peoples, including informafion on exisfing 
contaminafion and any possible increase of contaminafion and projected effects on human health. 

Social and Economic Condifions of Indigenous Peoples 

Clarify how the increased demands on local services will impact Indigenous groups and how potenfial 
effects will be addressed. 

Clarify any Indigenous employment targets that may be idenfified for the Project.  

Social and Economic Condifions of Non-Indigenous Peoples 

Clarify hiring strategy, including permanent employment anficipated, source and quanfity of labour, 
how peak construcfion workforce will be staffed and how labour shortages and/or accessibility to 
trained labour were considered.  

Clarify the economic viability of the Project. 

Need for informafion on economic, social and ecological effects as well as employment opportunity 
effects on communifies. 
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Clarify whether any federal financial assistance is anficipated to address labour and employment 
issues that result from the Project. 

Need for empirical evidence to support that the Project will be of economic benefit to the province 
and will improve federal gross domesfic product. 

Clarify how the Project's decommissioning will impact employment. 

Vulnerable Populafion Groups (Gender-Based Analysis Plus) 

Clarify how inclusion will be tracked and how gaps in representafion will be addressed with respect to 
engagement.  

Need for more data within the regional and local areas and consider a Gender-Based Analysis Plus 
approach. Include considerafion of gender-based violence and recruitment and hiring pracfices.   

Clarify the mifigafion measures that consider the differenfial impacts on various populafion groups. 

Consider Gender-Based Analysis Plus throughout the project lifecycle, engagement, consultafion, 
mifigafion, and to create baseline condifions. Include potenfial gender-based violence risks. 

Need for a detailed descripfion of the Proponent's corporate diversity strategy and how it is relevant 
to Gender-Based Analysis Plus and employment and labour issues regarding the Project.  

Acousfic Environment 

Need for informafion on noise effects considering vulnerable populafions and Indigenous groups’ uses 
of the land. 

Need informafion related to ambient noise surveys, fiming of construcfion acfivifies, predicted noise 
levels during construcfion and operafions and mifigafion of noise effects. 

Clarify noise complaints and resolufion procedures, and noise aftenuafion plans. 

Surface Water and Groundwater 

Considerafion of potenfial effects to groundwater including potenfial contaminafion from spills. 

Idenfify confingency opfions to manage potenfial excess water volumes should the evaporafion pond 
reach capacity. 

Need informafion on the possible project-related changes to water availability, local weather and 
water bodies in considerafion of climate change. 

Clarify which water sources are anficipated to be affected by the Project and how potenfial effects will 
be addressed. 

Potenfial effects to water quality and corresponding, obligafions stemming from the Fisheries Act and 
its regulafions. 

Navigable Waters 

Clarity on whether and how any project component(s), including incidental acfivifies, may affect a 
navigable waterway, and how these effects will be addressed.  

Wetlands 

Need for addifional informafion on wetlands to befter understand potenfial effects to migratory birds 
and wildlife species at risk, including potenfial for direct and indirect impacts, types of wetlands that 
may be impacted, the regional importance of potenfially impacted wetlands and regional cumulafive 
impacts due to wetland loss. 

Cumulafive Effects  

Need for considerafion of cumulafive effects. 

Need for the Project  

The Project would provide a local source of energy, help to reduce wasted energy and help meet 
carbon emission targets.  
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The Project will likely create posifive social and economic impacts and assist in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Alternafive Means of Carrying Out the Project 

Need for clarificafion on alternafives or mifigafions with respect to greenhouse gas emissions, such as 
Grid Enhancing technology, Carbon Capture Ufilizafion Storage, baftery storage from renewable 
energies (e.g., solar, wind) and fuel cells, including their feasibility and cost effecfiveness, that were 
considered. 

Clarify details of the proposed alternafives for water supply including source waters, related potenfial 
effects, and water needs during operafions and maintenance. 

Clarify which alternafive pathways for sharing Planning Reserve Margins with neighbours were 
considered, if any.  

Alternafives to the Project 

Need for considerafion of and further informafion on alternafive opfions to the Project to substanfiate 
why the Project is considered the ideal opfion for enabling renewable generafion and achieving 
emissions reducfions. 

Accidents and Malfuncfions 

Need for further informafion on the potenfial project effects and how these effects will be mifigated 
including considerafion of spills or releases of hazardous or deleterious substances from unplanned 
accidents and malfuncfions. 

Need for further informafion on potenfial accident and malfuncfion scenarios that could lead to the 
release of contaminants into the surrounding environment for each phase of the Project, and the 
potenfial effects on human health. 

Follow the Canadian Environmental Protecfion Act, 1999 and regulafions when developing the 
emergency preparedness plan. 

Development of a Spill Confingency Plan. 

Need for further informafion on the Community Awareness and Emergency Communicafions plans. 

Waste and Emissions 

Need to assess the opfion for the Project to go waste-free. 

Clarify the methodology and supporfing informafion for the calculafion of fugifive emissions. 

Need for air quality informafion about emissions and dispersion of air contaminants from project 
acfivifies. 

Need for complete inventory of all potenfial air pollutants (including diesel exhaust emissions), 
predicted residual effects on air quality from project construcfion, operafions, and maintenance, and 
an exclusion list of all air pollutants and the jusfificafions for exclusion. 

General Project Descripfion 

Addifional informafion on incidental acfivifies (including natural gas supply lines) such as roufing, 
porfions that are solely for the benefit of the Project, potenfial effects, and how they will be 
addressed.  

Other – Editorial Comments on the Inifial Project Descripfion  

Clarify references to decommissioning emissions. 

Project lifespan should be included in the introductory secfion. 

 


